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Dr. Charles F. Taylor’s Treatment, 
BY LOCALIZED MOVEMENTS, OF SPINAL CURVATURES AND 
PARALYSIS, (AND AS AN AUXILIARY TREATMENT) OF 
MOST CHRONIC DISEASES, EMBRACES THE 
FOLLOWING PRINCIPLES :— 
1. LATERAL CURVATURE OF THE SPINE 





Sample movement for lateral curvature to the right—expanding contracted 
(left) side, unbending spine, and pressure on projecting (right) shoulder. 


Is caused by unequal action of the spinal muscles, generally (but not 
always) accompanied by muscular weakness. Sound sense and experience 
prove that supporters, by preventing muscular action, increase the weak- 
ness and aggravate the disorder ; while gymnastics, acting on all muscles 
alike, can, at most, only benefit the general health, but cannot correct 
relative disproportions of muscular strength. A cure would consist in 
such regula action of the muscles as, in accordance with the anatomy 
of the body and peculiarity of the deformity, would expand the contracted 
muscles on the shrunken side, and contract the expanded muscles on the 
projecting side, and, by introducing a series of muscular actions opposite 
that which produced the deformity, would thus reestablish a uniform and 
harmonious action of antagonist muscles, when the deformity would 
disappear, (See cuts.) 





Sample movement for lateral curvature to the right—contracting the ex- 
panded (right) side, unbending spine, and pressure on projecting (right) 
shoulder. - 


2. PARALYSIS 


Is proluced by a suspension of the nervous stimulus to the muscles by some 
cause affecting the nervous centres. The shock may have passed off, or 
the clot in the brain may have become absorbed, and the = may still, 
wholly or in part, remain, because it reqnires a special effort to re-establish 
the connexion of brain and muscles. In ordinary exercise, the unaffected 
muscles perform the most of the action, while the paralyzed ones perform 


the least. 

This process should be reversed, and the paralyzed muscles made to act 
while the unaffected parts are at rest. The nerves must be re-educated to 
perform their fanctions, by sustained, gentle, well-directed, and repeated 
efforts of the will on the muscles, till the latent power is developed 
to be an efficient one. 
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Sample movement for paralysis,—concentrating the eriW on the extensors of 
the leg, while the rest of the body is at rest. 


8 ANGULAR CURVATURE OF THE SPINE 
(Pott’s disease) consists of actual disease of the bodies of the vertebrm, with 


loss of substance at the point of disease. The weakened spine needs sup- 
port, but the muscles should not be confined. 





“ Spinal assistant” for angular curvature (Pott’s disease), provided with 
hinges (f,. f, 4 J, G, @), which allow the spinal muscles to act, 


An original instrument (see cut) is used, so constrncted with several 
hinges which bend backward but not forward, that while the spine is sup- 
ported and the diseased surfaces relieved from pressure, the museles of 
the back are encouraged to act (instead of being prevented. as in all other 
instruments), and thus the muscles themselves are made the efficient part 
of the instrument acting over the curvature to reduce it. There is no con- 
finement; it is very adjustable; the pressure is increased and diminished 
at pleasure, and it is worn with the greatest comfort. The importance of 
thus developing the spinal muscle, contiguous to the diseased point, cannot 
be overestimated, aa results show. 


4. THE TREATMENT 


(which is based on the Swedish system of Ling), is purely scientific and 
phy siological, and though it is not claimed to be applicable to every case, in 
many it is very clearly indicated; as, in dyspepsia and constipation, by 
acting on the stomach and bowels, to give tone to the digestive organs; 
in consumption, by expanding the chest, distributing the circulation, and 
increasing the aerating process; in diseases incident to women, by giving 
general vigor to the muscles, especially of the back, hips, and abdomen, 
relieving the downward tendency of the organs, and increasing the peri- 
pheric circulation, to relieve uterine and other internal congestions. 

AND IN ALt Cases the treatment is done, not by the patient's unaided 
efforts, but by trained assistants, nicely adapting each movement to the 
strength and needs of each patient, precisely as prescribed by the physician 
to secure the desired local or general results. There is nothing like “ rub- 
bing,” “gymnastics,” or calisthenics” about it, patients are never fatigued, 
but from the first are very fond of it. 

The co-operation of the family physician, as is mostly the case in this 
city, is always desired when practicable. Cases likely to be benefited are 
solicited through the profession. 

CHARLES F. TAYLOR, M.D., 
29 Coorer sxstitcTe, New Yor«. 
References: 
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Dr. A. E. MWosacx, and the profession generally in New York. 
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LECTURE ON LACTATICS. 
DELIVERED AT THE NEW YORK MEDICAL COLLEGE, 
BY 
A. K. GARDNER, A.M., M.D., 


PROFESSOR OF CLINICAL MIDWIFERY, AND THE DISEASES OF FEMALES, ETC. 


Tue present state of knowledge in regard to the medicines 
influencing lactation, i.e. the secretion and excretion of milk, 
is one of great confusion and uncertainty. As a distinctly 
recognised class, they have no place in modern systematic 
works on Materia Medica. The terms, Galactapoetica, Galac- 
tophora, Galactagoga, Lactifuga, Phymogalactetica, Galacto- 
phyga, &e., have been employed so vaguely and contradic- 
torily, so frequently, too, without specifying the individual 
substances to be so designated or “supposed” to have such 
properties, that but very little information can be gleaned 
from earlier writers. Finally, as to recorded practice, the 
medicinal properties of articles used or applications made in 
mammary diseases have rarely been precisely considered, 
the post hoc being here regarded propter hoc, in a general 
sense, and the statement being empirically and indefinitely, 
such an article “is useful in mammary inflammation,” such 
aone “has been successiully employed against mammary 
abscesses,” &c. I propose the name Lactatics to designate 
the medicines influencing the elimination (ie. the secretion 
and excretion) of the milk from the human breast, with 
the following classification: . 
A. Galactics 
(Promoters of 
Lactation.) 


) I. Galactagentia: Inducers of Milk. 
( II. Galactagogues: Expellers of Milk. 
} I. Ischogalactics : 


1 sors of Milk, 
| II. Phygogalacties: Dispersers of Milk. 


: : tetas te he 
B. Antigalacties Arresters or Suppres 





(Opposers of 
Lactation.) 


A. GALACTICS are acents promotinc Lactation: i. 
THE ELIMINATION OF MILK FROM THE NUMAN MAMMA, We 
designate by this term all substances that 

(a) increase the supply of material to the secretory 
organs, 

(3) directly or indirectly stimulate or excite the latter 
to increased activity, 

or (y) promote the evacuation of the milk secreted. 

Physiologically and therapeutically, frequent application 
of the child is not only the natural but also most effectual 
galactic. [Cases of men having secreted milk—rather anec- 
dotes—also of Cape de Verde Islanders, &., may be 
instanced, Though these exceptional cases undoubtedly 
occur, yet under ordinary circumstances no agent has any 
galactic influence on the breast of any but females that 
have passed the earlier months of pregnancy.] Natural or 
artificial suction, therefore, stimulating embrocations and 
cataplasms, friction, electricity, and in short all the means 
which increase the flow of blood to the mamma, are galac- 
tics. 

I. GaLactacentia are articles that tend to increase the quan- 
tity of milk secreted. {They form the («) and (8) of galactics. } 
They embrace 

1. Liquid food, including milk, good nutritious soups, ale 
or beer, and other malt liquors. Lager-beer is much inferior 
to ordinary ale in promoting the secretion of milk, and 
principally as it would seem from the effect of the pitch 
with which it is impregnated, and which acts so powerfully 
and immediately upon the skin and kidneys, creating such 
a secretion of perspiration and urine, that the tendency to 
the breast is thus neutralized. “ Spirituous liquors, instead 
of increasing, as many suppose, diminish the quantity of 
milk secreted.” (Columbat de I'Isére, trans, by Meigs.) 
Almond Milk (i.e. Mistura Amygdale, U. S.), &c. 
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| 2. Feniculum.—Hippocrates, as well as Galen, already 
speaks of fennel as a means of increasing the lacteal secre- 
tion. Dioscorides ascribes the same powers to it (lib. III. 
chap. Ixvii. et seq.). According to Mitscherlich, also, it 
increases besides other secretions, certainly that of milk 
(Stillé’s Therap. and Materia Medica, vol. i. p. 592). In 
Germany, especially, it has been tried extensively and lauded 
correspondingly. It is given either alone as infusion ad 
libit., or combined with various other articles still to enhance 
its power. I select the most celebrated and valuable 
formule, viz. : 

Hvuretanp: B. Sem. Feeniculi 3i.; Flav. Cort. Au- 
rant. 3ss.; Subcarb. Magnes. 3 iij.; Sacch, Alb. 3 ij. 
M. ft. pulv. Ds. a teaspoonful three times a day. 

serc: B .Rad. Foeniculi; Apii Petroselini; Liquirit. 
ia 3ss.; Herb. Anethi; Herb. Feeniculi; Herb. 
Ceretolii 44 2ss.; Sem. Anethi; Sem. Anisi; Sem. 
Feeniculi 44 3ij. Use two tablespoonfuls to the 
pint of water for tea. 

Rapivs: B. Semin. Feeniculi 3 ii.; Semin. Anisi 3ij.; 
Rad. Liquirit.; Herb. Anethi; Cerefolii 4@ Zss. C. 
C. M. ft. species Ds, Use to make strong infusion 
with hot water, and drink as tea with a little milk. 

Neumann: B. Rad. Salep 3ss.; Rad. Liquirit., Cort- 
Aurant. 44 3ij.; Semin. Foeniculi 3i.; M. ft. pulv. 
S. Take a teaspoonful several times a day. 

M. Fraxk: BR. Sem. Feoeniculi; Sem. Anisi aa 3 ss. ; 
Fabar. Tostar. Cacoa 3ss.; M.S. Take a tea- 
spoonful four to six times daily. 

T have obtained surprising results from Hufeland’s formula, 
which I have @nployed in several cases, in one where the 
secretion had been suppressed for three weeks. 

3. Ricinus Communis and Jatropha Curcas.—Castor oil, 
as well as the leaves of the castor oil plant, locally applied, 
has long enjoyed the reputation of promoting the mam- 
mary secretion. “It [Ol. Ricini] has been recommended as 
a local application to the breasts of nursing women to pro- 
mote the secretion of milk” (Wood and Bache's U. 8. Dis- 
pensatory, p.517). Dr. McWilliams mentioned in his report 
of the Niger Expedition (Lond. Med. Gazette, Jan. 1847), 
that the inhabitants of Buena Vista (Cape de Verde Islands) 
are accustomed to provide a wetnurse in an emergency in 
the person of any woman who has once borne a child, and is 
still within the age of child-bearing, by continued fomenta- 
tion of the mammz with a decoction of the leaves of the 
Jatropha Cureas. (The leaves were, in cases detailed, 
applied as poultices to the breast and as fomentation to the 
vulva for three days, at intervals.) These facts were in part 
confirmed by Tyler Smith (Lond. Jour., Oct. 1850), who 
speaks of the decoction of the leaves of Ricinus Communis 
called Bofareira. More recently Dr. Routh (Brit. Med. 
Jour. Dee. 17, 1859) exhibited three preparations of Castor 
Vil leaves, a tincture, a liquid (dose of each 3j.), and an 
extract (dose gr. v.) The leaves had been obtained from 
Australia. Dr R. had given to lying-in women with deficient 
milk, the infusion in combination with Conger eel soup; and 
the effect in inducing a copious flow of milk is stated as 
truly remarkable. Dr. R. had also administered the extract 
to unmarried women within catamenial ages, and the effect 
had been to induce intense pain in the breasts of such; but 
as he could not find anybody in that case that would try 
the effect of suction, he can’t say whether milk was induced 
or not. After three or four days the symptoms were 
relieved by a copious leucorrhoera. Among the less gene- 
rally recognised articles of this class are the, perhaps also 
less powerful, but yet as I have found them efficient, vanilla 
and tonqua beans. The former, especially when given in 
half drachm and drachm doses of the ordinary extract, and 
even when used as flavors in puddings, ices, etc., frequently 
have a quite marked effect, although not a very reliable one. 

4. I can hardly leave the subject of Galactagentia without 
referring to the causes on which non-appearance of milk 
after parturition, or subsequent suppression, generally 
| depend; since the removal or counteraction of the cause 
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in each individual, case is generally the first requisite for 
successful treatment. JI extract the following from Copland 
(Dict. of Pract. Med., Am. Ed., vol. ii, p. 775). “The 
non-appearance of milk in the breasts after parturition is 
generally owing to some fault in the organization, or in the 
nervous energy of these glands; to want of constitutional 
power, or of necessary nourishment; to excessive discharges, 
vhether hawmorrhagic, lochial, or leucorrheeal ; to the occur- 
rence of acute or inflammatory disease; to the pre-exist- 


ty; to 


cold applications and astringents to the breast; or to vari- 


ence of organic maladies; to imental distress or anxie 


The conse- 
quent suppression of milk is generally owing to fear, sud- 
den terror or fright, anxiety of mind, unpleasant news sud- 
denly or unexpectedly communicated, grief, all the depress- 
ing passions and emotions, startling noises, disappointment, 
vexation, anger,’ &e. 

Il. GatacraGocues are articles that tend to promote the 
flow from the breast of the milk secreted; relieving retention. 
{They form the (y) of Galactics.] Retention of milk (in 
cases in which attempts at suction, both by the child or 
artificial means, are entirely ineffectual) being caused (a) by 
its becoming thickened and inspissated in its proper tubes, 
(b) by a spasmodie stricture of the milk-tubes, (c) by acute 
inflammatory swelling thereof, or (d) as the result of chro- 
nic inflammation of any number of milk-tubes near the 
nipple by closure of the aperture with obliteration of the 
canal, sometimes for an inch or more, These I have 
former lecture, under the titles of stric- 
tures of the milk ducts and system of sphincters or muscular 
fibres surrounding the outer terminus of the reservoirs of 
the milk ducts at the extremity of the nijMle. The modus 
operandi of galactagogues is evident, according to the cause 
In the first case they are such as tend to restore the normal 
fluidity of the milk; in the second, such as relieve the 
spasm; in the third, such as allay the inflammation. In the 
fourth case, medicines will be insufficient, punctures of the 
tubes being necessary to remove the obstruction. The 
retention of milk, and therefore engorgement, is sometimes 
limited to a single lactiferous tube ; and the erroneous notion, 
heretofore alluded to, as old as the time of Aristotle, that a 
hair, swallowed, causes the obstruction in the tube and must 
be got rid of by suction, is still current, and has given the 
name to the disease in French (poil). 


ous circumstances peculiar to individual cases. 


described in a 


The various anti- 
phlogistie and antispasmodic applications need hardly be 
detailed here. Deecoction of elder Howers internally has 
been especially recommended as influencing the fluidity of 
the milk, though oll watery liquids (and perhaps pure 
water, as much) have probably the same elfect. 
recommends the following 
B Nitr.depur.; Sulphuret Hydrarg. simpl. aa 3j.; Mer- 
cur, dule, 3 ss.; Arcani duplicat. 3 ss. ; Camphore 3 ss. ; 
Resinw Jalape, 3j.; Gummi Mimose, 3j.; Syr. 
quinque radic, q.s. ut ft. pil. gr. iv. S. Twice daily 
2 pills, a couple of hours before and after dinner, © 


Bories 


Lincke recommends 
B Acctat Potas. aj.; Conserv. Flor. Calendul. q.s. ut ft. 
bolus, §, Take early every morning and after it a 
soup prepared as follows— 
BRB Herbs acetose, Bete ; Herbe Cerefolii, Lactuce, aa 
Manip. j.; Butyri recent., Salis culinar. da q.s.; 
Aque Oij; Coque et cola. 


Edwards and Vavasseur recommend in addition to cata- 
plasms Capit. Papaver and Soap, 
RB. Pot. Carb. Dj.; Aq. Tilie 
Zi; Syr. Althaew 3 ij. M. 


the 24 hours. 


3 vj.; Aq. Flor. Aurant. 
Ds.—To be taken within 


As to local applications, M. Ranques, of Orleans (Jour. de 
Progrés, vol. xiv.), and M. Conby dela Pomeraye (Archives 
générales de Méd., vol. xx. p. 591) attribute much efficacy 
to the following mixture: 2 

Cherry Laurel Water 3ij.; Extract Belladonna 9ij. 
gr. vj.; Ether 3). 
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Velpeau (Diseases of the Breast and Mammary Region, 
London Sydenham Society, Ed. 1856, p. 43) says, he seve- 
ral times employed the above mixture with advantage ; 
frequently it has failed. The following is the formula he 
has most frequently employed with success : 

Sweet oil, Ziij. 2ij.; Ext. Belladon. gr. xvss.; Am- 
monia 3j.; Camphor 3ss.; Yelk of Egg gr. xxx.; 
Ether 3 ss. 

With this gently applied four or five times a day to the 
breast, he thinks we can usually succeed in obtaining a 
rapid liquefaction of the milk, and a manifest disengorge- 
ment of the parts. He says that he has also derived benetit 
from poultices with chervil (scandix cerefolium) boiled in 
milk, with the yelk of eggs, honey, and wine, and some- 
times even from simple linseed poultices. Indeed it is my 
opinion that although so many stimulating and anti- 
spasmodic embrocations, as those of ammonia and cam- 
phor, iodide of lead, and especially mercurial friction, are 
strongly recommended, it is very probable that warm 
fomentations of water to the breast (by means of cloths, 
sponges, spongiopiline, poultices, &c.), systematic friction 
(towards the nipple with the hand), and systematic pres- 
sure (by means of compresses with roller-bandage, adhesive 
straps, or compressed sponge and reller) properly eniployed 
and persevered in, do in most cases all the good that can 
locally be done, besides natural and artificial suction. 


B. ANTIGALACTICS are AGENTS OPPOSING LACTATION : 
i,¢€. THE ELIMINATION OF MILK FROM THE HUMAN MAMMA. Such 
agents are etymologically “ anti-galactics,” i.e. opposite in 
their effects to galactics, as far as they tend 

(a.) to cause retention in the breast, of milk already 
secreted ; i 
and, (%.) to diminish, entirely suppress, or prevent secretion. 

But besides, there is a third group of antigalactics used 
as resolvents of lacteal tumors, which seem 

(c.) to disperse milk secreted, 

The first group will be well enough understood from the 
brief notice it will presently receive in the first paragraph, 
under the head of Ischogalactics. But the rationale of the 
action of the others is entirely unknown. The supposi- 
uions are— 

(a.) That the capillaries are contracted, so as to dimi- 
nish the quantity of blood circulated through the organ, 
and to a degree incompatible with secretion ;.- 

(3.) That the impression is made by nervous or other 
influence upon the secretory organs, lessening their activity ; 
or, (y) That the absorbents of the part are stimulated to 
greatly increased activity. 

I. IscnoGaactics (tsze, I keep back, I restrain) are arté- 
cles that tend to diminish the quantity of mill: secreted. It 
will thus be seen that I define ischogalactic articles to be 
exactly opposite in their effect to galactagentia. Before 
proceeding with their enumeration, we will briefly consider 
the opposites to galactagogues, which latter I have defined 
as relieving retention. Now, the individual medicines that 
cause retention need not be detailed. They are Tonics and 
Astringents. In cases of incontinence of milk, i.e. of 
insufficient power of retention, preparations of iron or 
cinchona or other tonics, shower-baths, or cold salt water 
bathing in proper season, a cool state of the breasts, with 
change of air and light, are the safest and most beneficial 
remedies (Copland’s Dict of Pract. Med., ii. 774). Internal 
astringerts, as mineral acids, &c., as well as topical astrin- 
gents, as lotions of tannin, alum, zinc, &c., though they are 
used with success in these cases, should be employed with 
caution, as they are apt entirely to suppress the secretion. 

Generally when antigalactics or antigalactagogues are 
spoken of, ischogalactics only are really meant. Against 
the excessive secretion of milk, cooling diaphoretics, mild 
refrigerants, and arterial sedatives, saline aperients [more 
aspecially Potasse Sulphas ( 3 ss— $j), or also Potasse Bi- 
tartras ( §ss), or Potasse Acetas (31ij),], low or moderate 
diet, sparing use of condiments and liquids, and avoidance 
of sexual intercourse and sexual excitement, are to be 


~ 
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recommended. M. Lever and Dr. Kennedy found nauseat- 
ing doses of tartar emetic valuable, and Dr, Stllé speaks 
highly of full doses of castor oil. The special ischogalactics 
are as follows :— 

1. Belladonna.—I have already mentioned that Ranque, 
in 1829, used a liniment of laurel water, ether, and bella- 
donna to relieve engorgement. He found that from its 
continued use the milk dried up entirely (Journal de Pro- 
grés, xiv. 254). Some years later, Schnurr published seve- 
ral examples of the same eflects of belladonna (Hecker’s 
Preuss. Medicinische Zeitschrift, Aug. 1834, p. 143). And 
in 1856, Mr. Goolden announced his success in artesting 
the secretion of milk with belladonna (London Lancet, Aug. 
1856). Goolden’s statement of these effects was soon con- 
firmed in Europe and in this country. Mr. Newman 
reports success in more than a dozen cases in which no 
purgative nor other auxiliary treatment was employed 
(Braithwaite, xxxviii. 220): and many similar cases are 
reported in the various medical journals within the last two 
years, especially in the American Journal of Medical Sci- 
ences, the North American Medico-Chirurgical Review, the 
North American Med. Reporter, and the Philadelphia 
Medica) and Surgical Reporter. [See also Trend in British 
Med. Journal, June 12, 1858.) In spite of the accumulated 
testimony of the ischogalactie effect of belladonna, the 
question of its real power is by no means settled. It was 
formerly recommended (as will be mentioned hereafter) as 
a phygogalactic; some regard it as a galactagogue (thus 
Berry, London Lancet, June, 1857, asserts that it promotes 
the flow of milk while it relieves tension and pain); while 
others explain this occurrence of freer flow of milk as the 
first step in its action, the milk being ultimately dried up 
(Kingsford, London Lancet, Sept. 1858). Dr. Spring has 
suggested, that in many of the reported cases the subsi- 
dence of the inflammation was spontaneous, because he 
found belladonna quite ineffectual in true “ galactorrheea ” 
(Boston Med. and Surg. Journal, Aug. 1858, p. 80); but 
Prof. Stillé, in regar.| to this view, justly concludes (Thera- 
peutics and Mat. Med., ii. 47 & 48), that the general coin- 
cidence of results obtained by the treatment in question, 
and the rapidity of bringing them about, appear to render 
this objection inadmissible. From my own experience, I 
must deduce the opinion, that while belladonna exerts no 
influence upon the milk already in the breast, it does in 
some cases, although not very apparently in all, tend to 
diminish or suspend further secretion. A mode of em- 
ployment which I have found very effectual is smearing 
the watery extract thickly over the whole breast, and 
repeating this application immediately after washing off 
the previous one, drying carefully by compression, and 
removing by suction or otherwise, as much of the milk 
in the breast at the time, as possible—once or twice in 
the twenty-four hours; or a plaster made by a cloth 
or kid smeared with the extract of belladonna, and 
with a hole for the nipple to enter, may be placed 
over the breast, either partially or entirely, thus allow- 
ing the breast to be drawn, or the child nursed without 
further trouble. 

2. Conium.—Avicenna directs hemlock plasters against 
the secretion of milk; and it would seem that this was 
known and acted upon by the ancients generally. Accord- 
ing to Guersent, the drug given internally has produced a 
like effect. (Dict. de Med., article Cigue). Dioscorides said 
that conium extinguishes the milk and prevents its appear- 
ance, and the development of the mamme in virgins (Pe- 
reira's Mat. Med., Am. Ed.,1843. vol. ii. p. 493). D’Outre- 
pont (who will be again referred to under Phygogalactics) 
asserts that under the influence of conium the mammary 
gland ceases secreting, and sometimes will never again 
secrete milk. Richter is quoted by Stillé (Op. cit. ii. 376) 
as recommending it in cases where it is wished to arrest 
or suppress the secretion. I have never used it myself, and 
should be somewhat afraid that the gland would become 
atrophied, as has been known to have occurred; that 
conium has a powerful influence on the gland seems proved 
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by Dr. Williams (whose cases see under the head of Phy- 
gogalactics). 

3. Jodide of Potassium.—M. Rousset, of Bordeaux, pub- 
lished twenty cases, intended to show that when given to 
the extent of 8 or 10 grains, in divided doses through the 
day, iodide of potassium would moderate the excessive 
secretion of milk (Bull. de Therap. lv. 38.) Since then, 
many others have recommended it very highly for the pur- 
pose. Some give as much as ten grains, three times daily. 
Rieseberg relates the case of a woman, who owing to defor- 
mity of the nipples could not suckle her children, but whose 
milk nevertheless continued to be secreted profusely. This 
occurred in her second and third confinements, and both 
times the secretion was arrested by the internal use of com- 
pound solution of iodine. (G. Phano.) Dr. T. Gaillard 
Thomas says of iodide of potassium given in full doses, and 
extract of beiladonna painted around the nipple,in a lecture 
published in the American Medical Monthly, August, 1860: 
“These two remedies have found great favor with the vast 
majority of those who have tried them; and although I 
have seen them both fail in checking, or even in diminish- 
ing the secretion, I have much oftener in my own practice 
observed that benefit resulted from their use. I therefore 
advise you to treasure them in your memories, as Means 
which will prove most serviceable in time of need.” 

4, Salvia.—Van Swieten records a case (Opera, xiv. 234) 
in which, after the child had been weaned, the secretion 
and a very troublesome dropping of milk continued. 
Various remedies were tried, but all in vain; the nurse 
grew leaner and leaner every day ; but the disorder ceased 
on his giving every three hours one, two, or three ounces 
of a strong infusion of sage. The extract of sage has been 
used with as much success as the infusion as an ischoga- 
lactic. Before I properly estimated the value of belladonna, 
I employed Ranque’s liniment externally, and an extract of 
sage internally, in a case in which it was desirable to sus- 
pend the lacteal secretion. This was accomplished on the 
sixth or seventh day, no auxiliary treatrnent having been 
used. With this exception, ] have never tried the sage, 
but would recommend it, though astringent, as a harm- 
less agent, which certainly appears to exercise some control 
over the lacteal secretion. 

5. Camphora.—Dr. Stillé, from whose work, as the most 
recently published on Mat. Med., I have several times 
quoted already, says (Op. cit. ii. 153): “ Spirits of camphor 
are very successfully employed to suspend the secretion of milk, 
after parturition ; and the oily solution may be applied by 
friction to disperse the mammary engorgements incident 
to this period.” Now, much as I respect Dr. 8. as a teacher, 
and as the author of undoubtedly the most practical and 
best text-book on Materia Medica existing in the English 
language, I can by no means endorse the first part (which I 
have italicised) of this statement. We find similar views 
of the effects of camphor promulgated by most authors, 
seemingly one following the other unquestioningly. I 
must say, however, that my experience is entirely contra- 
dictory to the assumption that camphor possesses any 
ischogalactic properties. What I have to say of its phygo- 
galactic effects will be stated under the proper head. 

6. Digitalis, hyoscyamus, and tobacco, are said by various 
authors to have been used with more or less success in 
arresting or suppressing the mammary secretion. I do 
not, however, find enough positive data to induce me to 
dwell on either of these articles at any length. Still, I 
must say, that the effect of the ung. tabaci has been full 
as marked as that from belladonna, when applied as a 
plaster in the manner directed for using the latter. I have 
never seen any constitutional effects from it as is seen from 
the tobacco poultice upon the testicles, although the effect 
of belladonna similarly used is very marked upon the iris 
and pupil of the eye. 

7. Mentha Piperita.—The essence of peppermint, exter- 
nally applied, is with many practitioners in great favor, for 
arresting the secretion of milk. I have used it in many 
cases, and, while it failed in some, and in one it irritated 
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the skin near areola so much that it was very disa- 
eable, yet I convinced its marked efficacy. I 
ally used it in the following proportions: 
3. Ol. Menth. Piperit. Ziss.; Ol 
Bergamot vel Jasmin. 3 iss 


ive cene 
Ricini 3 iijss.; Ol. 
; Gum Camphor, aij. M. 


this list of ischogalactics, after mention- 
ing whic ked etfect in diminishing the 
quantity of milk, I must here again refer to the employ- 
ment of external and internal strong which, as 
already stated, may act in this way. 

B. Il. PHYGOGALACTICS are 
disp rse the 
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erted on the system of nutrition, or specially on the 
They are merecurials, the preparations of 
iodine (the tincture painted over the breast highly recom- 


orbents. 


mended by Dr. H. C. Stewart, Stillé, op. cit. ii. 907), 
bromine, the preparations of gold and silver, belladonna, 
mium, camphor, and chamomile Belladonna has been 


is a resolvent of 


Autenrieth, ete. ; 
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Ivers also rec mmended 


if in milk abseess and induration (Richter, Ausf. Arznei- 
mittel. i. 577), but whether it really does possess any 
phvgoralactic, aside from its ischow: vali etic effect, IL have 

heen able to determine. I rather doubt it, however That 
COMUM PoOssesses phys ovalactic power has been « speci illy 


shown in the experience of D'Outrepont (Clarus, Hand- 
| len Arzne mittellehre, 1860, p. 
" s, of Deerticld, Mass. (American Journ. 
of Med, Sciences, ‘vol. ix., p. 77). The latter employed at 
time, locally, powdered leaves of conium sprinkled 
on a ponltice of ¢ or of the pond lily, and internally 
the extract of ich the dose was cradually 
increased until constitutional symptoms were produced, 
lle reports x which he deseribes as 
“eancers” and “real open cancer.” Five got well, and 
ended in death. Of camphor, I would here say, that 
while I do not that it has any effect on the secre- 
tion of milk, I do not deny that it may act as a stimulant 
to the vaseular and nervous systems, and promote absorp- 
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tion. It is possible that it would frequently be valuable as 
a phvgogalactic. I cannot say that I have ever derived 
much effeet upon the mamma from it, but many authors 
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BR. Camphore aij.; Aq. Theriacal. 3j.; 
liquid. 3 ij.; Olei Olivar. 3 ij. M. 


recomn 


Ammonil 


Rh. Camphoree ; 


Kali nitrici a Sij.; Nitri acetici 2 v.; 
ob Sambuci q. a ut ft. pil. 120.8. Take two pills 
twice daily. 

Chamomile flowers have frequently 
ward as an efficient external application to prevent or 
remove suppuration; and it is very probab ty on this 
account that some prac titioners employ it as a phy; goga- 
lactic. Personally, 1 am not able to confirm the experience 
of Ozanam (Gazette Hebdom. y. 3, 1858); nor have trials 
with the Species resolventes of the Saxon Pharmacopeeia 
(Herb, menth., pip.. herb, origani, flor. cham., flor. lavand., 
flor. sambuc, 44 3j.) given me a more favorable impres- 
sion. But the whole subject of phygogalactics, and, indeed, 
as already observed, of lactatics, is involved in obs scurity. 
I have presented it as luci dly as it was possible at prese nt 
to do, and earnestly invite to its investigation every 
“ working sspirant for fame.” It is a field in which a real 
contribution to pharmacology may be made, well worthy 
of attention, and promising positive results both interesting 
and important. 
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Lecture ILI. 
DISEASE OF THE HEART AND EPILEDrSY. 
Comparative Indifference of Patients affected with Organic 
Disease of Heart—History of a Case-—Exramination of 
Patient.— Results of Auscultation and Percussion,—lrs- 
tension and Pulsation of Left Jugular Vein. 
GentLemeNn :—I shall presently introduce into the amphi- 


PROF, OF CLINICAL PATHOLOGY, IN THE WN. 0, 


theatre a patient, from one of my wards, affected with 
disease of the heart. I make this statement before the 
patient comes befure you, but it is not so desirable to 


avoid naming the disease in his hearing as you may sup- 
pose. Patients with organic disease of the heart, as a rule, 


aul 
oof 
e but little 


a moved by the announcement of the fact. 
They generally manifest an indifference which is in striking 
contrast with the intense anxiety and apprehensions inci 


functional disorder, It is curious thus to 
different states of the mind belonying to the 
natural history of different affections. You are doubtless 
aware of the hopefulness and buoyancy of mind which 
characterize pulmonary tuberculosis. | The mental state in 
organic the heart does not resemble that in 
phthisis; the patient is not kept up by a delusive expecta- 
tion of recovery, but he appears to be unconcerned on the 
subject of the diagnosis, showing neither surprise nor de- 
pression when he is made acquainted with it. This is the 
remarkable, because patients with organic disease of 
the heart often have had no suspicion of the fact prior to 
its being ascertained. In this respect, too, the difference 
between cases of organic disease and functional disorder is 
Patients affected with merely functional disorder 
their attention concentrated on the heart, and are 
with diffie sulty pe ‘rsuaded that they have not organic dis- 
ease; while patients really affected with organic disease 
are disposed to attribute their symptoms to an affection of 
other organ; for example, the liver, or the stomach. 

The case which will form the subject of this lecture is 
interesting and instructive, as regards several points per- 
taining to the previous history, the present symptoms, and 
the physical signs. 

The first point to which I will call your attention is the 
occurrence of rheumatism several years before any symp- 
toms of organic disease of the heart became developed. 
The patient, a carpenter, aged about thirty-two, was ad- 
mitted into the hospital a fortnight ago. He states that 
he had rheumatism six years that nearly all the 
joints were successively affected, and that he was confined 
to the bed for six months. The rheumatism must have 
been severe, and its duration was unusually long. He does 
not recollect that at that time he had any pain in the chest. 
In a large majority of the cases of disease of the heart, 
involving valvular lesions, we find, as in this instance, that 
the patient at some period more or less remote, has had 
articular rheumatism. And it is fair to attrib ute the heart 
disease in these cases to an endocarditis developed in con- 
nexion with the rheumatism. Sometimes the patient is 
aware that there was some trouble in the chest at the time 
of the rheumatism, but, oftener, he cannot recollect the 
existence of any thoracic symptoms. The endocarditis is 
often completely latent as regards symptoms, and, in fact, 
very rarely gives rise to symptomatic phenomena distinctly 
referable to the heart. Hence, we can understand why the 
frequent occurrence of endocarditis in connexion with 
acute rheumatism has only been recently known. Its 
occurrence cannot be ascertained except by means of phy- 
sical signs, and these have been made available only within 
a few years. 

The patient states that about six months ago he began 


dent to merely 


observe 
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ago; 
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to notice a deficiency of breath on exercise. This has pro- 
gressively increased, but it did not occasion suflicient in- 
convenience to oblige him to quit work until a few days 
before he entered the hospital. Such is the account which 
patients, especially of the so-called laboring classes, fre- 
quently give when they first come to a hospital or a phy- 
sician with disease of the heart. The first symptom is 
want of breath. This is at first slight, and they do not give 
to it much attention. It gradually increases, and labor 
involving muscular exertion becomes difficult. Finally, 
they find themselves unable to work longer, and then they 
seek for medical relief. Palpitation is sometimes com- 
plained of, but this symptom is often wanting, as in the 
present case. Qur patient has not suspected that the 
heart is at fault. Naturally enough he has inferred from 
the want of breath on exercise, that there is something 
wrong in the breathing apparatus, and he says he thought 
he was falling into a consumption. 

I now introduce the patient. He is up and dressed, and 
able to walk about without difficulty. He disclaims, in- 
deed, being sick, and says he only lacks wind to enable 
him to work. When he is quiet or exercises moderately, 
there is no trouble in breathing whatever. The respira- 
tions are not accelerated nor labored. As you perceive, 
he is not emaciated, and does not present a notably morbid 
aspect. His appetite is excellent, and the bowels are regu- 
lar. He has a slight cough, with a small expectoration. 
But if you examine the countenance closely, you will 
observe certain appearances which are significant. The pro- 
labia are distinctly livid. The mucous membrane within 
the mouth is of a dark red color, and the face generally has 
a dusky hue. There is also slight tumidity around the 
eyes. What occasions this discoloration? It is due either 
to deficient oxygenation of the blood, or to congestion of 
the systemic venous capillaries, or to both these conditions 
combined. If caused by the first of these conditions, viz. 
deficient oxygenation of the blood, should we not have 
associated with it dyspnoea, or suffering from the want of 
more oxygen? Not necessarily. It is a curious fact that 
the system is sometimes remarkably tolerant of blood defi- 
cient in oxygen. This is more likely to be the case when 
the condition has been very gradually brought about, as it 
has been in this instance. But there is reason to think, as 
will presently appear, that the lividity in this case is due in 
a great measure, if not chiefly, to the stasis of blood in the 
veins. If so, the condition is that which is supposed to 
give rise to the lividity in certain congenital malfurmations 
of the heart, constituting the blue disease or cyanosis. 

Directing attention now to the lower extremities, the 
body generally, and the cavities of the abdomen and chest, 
we find that the patient is affected, in a moderate degree, 
with general dropsy. The feet and ankles, as you see, are 
somewhat swelled, and pit on pressure. Exposing the 
belly, you notice a deep indentation caused by the waist- 
band of his pantaloons. This shows oedema of the abdo- 
minal walls. Making pressure over the sternum with the 
finger, the pitting distinctive of oedema is here apparent. 
The peritoneal sac contains some liquid. I make percussion 
as the patient stands, and I find dulness extending from 
the pubes to the umbilicus, and tympanitic resonance, due 
to gas in the intestines, above a horizontal line drawn 
through the umbilicus. Causing the patient to lie down on 
the back, I find the dulness below the umbilicus has disa 
peared, and the tympanitic resonance extends quite to the 
pubes. This shows the presence of liquid, which changes 
its level with the change of position. It is more reliable 
evidence of dropsical effusion mto the peritoneum than a 
sense of fluctuation ; and the latter in this case is not very 
available, owing to the cedematous state of the abdominal 
walls. By precisely the same method of examination, we 
have evidence of a moderate amount of effusion into the 
pleural cavities. Percussing from above downwards when 
the body is in a vertical position, we have the pulmonary 
resonance extending a little below the nipple; then per- 
cussing when the patient is recumbent, on the back, the 





ON DISEASE OF THE HEART AND EPILEPSY. 








23 


Jan, 12, 1861. 


pulmonary resonance is found to extend nearly to the 
bottom of the chest. This shows the presence of liquid, 
which obeys the laws of gravitation in this situation as it 
does in the abdominal cavity. 

We have already obtained certain facts which point sig- 
nificantly to cardiac disease. Lividity and general dropsy 
constitute ground for strong suspicions as to the seat of the 
disease, but they are not adequate to a positive diagnosis. 
We must interrogate the central organ of the circulation, 
by means of auscultation, percussion, and palpation, I 
seek first for the apex-beat of the heart. I find it with 
difficulty, the impulse is so extremely feeble, It is in the 
sixth intercostal space, about half an inch without the 
nipple. It is therefore lowered and carried to the left of 
its normal situation. I apply the stethoscope over the 
apex, and I discover a very distinct and rather rough mur- 
mur, which just precedes the first or systolic sound of the 
heart. This murmur ends abruptly and completely when 
the first or systolic sound occurs, There is no murmur 
accompanying or following the first sound. The only 
murmur heard in this situation is the pre-systolic murmur, 
This murmur is beard only within a circumscribed space 
over and within the apex. It is not heard without the 
apex. This is a mitral direct murmur ; so called because it 
is produced by the direct current of blood through the 
mitral orifice from the auricle to the ventricle. It is rather 
a rare murmur, but not so rare as some writers have stated. 
The reason why it is considered to occur so seldom is, I 
believe; that it is often confounded with the mitral regur- 
gitant murmur—a murmur due to the current of blood from 
the ventricle to the auricle—a regurgitant current. Now, 
what does this mitral direct murmur signify? It denotes a 
lesion of some kind seated at the mitral orifice, and gene- 
rally a lesion which involves obstruction at this orifice. 
The murmur, in this case, has a peculiar quality. It resem- 
bles the blubbering sound produced when air is expelled 
through the mouth, the lips being passively thrown into 
vibration. Hence, I have been accustomed to style the 
murmur a blubbering murmur. I suspect that it is due to 
union of the two curtains of the mitral valve at their sides, 
leaving a contracted button-hole aperture—a kind of lesion 
which we know occurs not infrequently. 

Is this the only murmur in the case? On careful aus- 
cultation I discover a second murmur near the left margin 
of the sternum, between the third and fourth ribs. It isa 
feeble, soft murmur, which accompanies the second or 
diastolic sound of the heart. This is an aortic regurgitant 
murmur. It shows some insufficiency of the aortic valve, 
and consequent regurgitation from the aorta into the ven- 
tricle after the contraction of the latter,;when the recoil of 
the arterial coats takes place, giving rise to the second 
sound of the heart. 

Listening now to the sounds of the heart, I find the first 
or systolic sound over the apex, distinct, but short and 
valvular, like the second sound; the element of impulsion 
is wanting. The second sound at the base on the left side 
of the sternum is notably more intense than on the right 
side ; showing either the sound due to the pulmonic valve 
to be increased, or that due to the aortic valve to be 
weakened, or that both these alterations exist—the latter 
being probably the true explanation in this case. These 
are nice points in auscultation, but some of you, as I know, 
are already familiar with them, and to others, although at 
present obscure, they will be sufficiently intelligible by- 
and-by. 

Let me now practise percussion in the preecordia. Per- 
cussing on a horizontal line from the sternum, in the direc- 
tion of the left nipple, marked dulness extends to the latter, 
and three-fourths of an inch beyond it. 1 can easily define 
the boundaries of this dulness, which I indicate on the 
chest with ink. On the right side percussing on the same 
horizontal line, the dulness extends about two inches 
beyond the right margin of the sternum. The heart is 


evidently enlarged, and the width of the dulness at the base 
leads me to think that the auricles are especially dilated. 
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The apex beat of the heart, as we have seen already, is 
scarcely perceptible. In fact it is more readily seen than 
felt. There is no heaving of the pracordia, nor is any 
impulse elsewhere than at the apex to be felt. This fact, 
taken in connexion with the shortness and valvular quality 
of the first sound, leads me to think that dilatation of the 
heart predominates over hypertrophy. 

The conclusions, then, based on the physical signs deve- 
loped by the examination, are, that lesions exist at the 
mitral and aortic orifices—at the latter orifice giving rise to 
regurgitation, and probably causing obstruction at the 
former orifice; that the heart is enlarged by predominant 
dilatation; that the auricles especially are dilated ; and that 
the right ventricle is hypertrophied, augmenting the inten- 
sity of the pulmonic second sound. Let xs now see how 
these conclusions accord with another very interesting sign 
in the case, and also with certain symptoms. 

I now cause the patient to lie upon the back, and I will 
ask you to direct your attention to the left external jugular 
vein, You se¢ the vein is considerably enlarged and filled 
with blood. It is much more distended when the patient 
is recumbent than when he sits or stands, You perceive that 
the vein pulsates. The pulsation is so marked that it must 
be apparent to those on the highest benches in the amphi- 
theatre. The pulsation is also felt to the touch; in fact it 
is quite strong, much stronger than the pulsation in the 
carotid artery—the latter being felt with some difficulty. 
Perhaps you are not at once satisfied that the pulsation 
apparent in the vein is in reality venous. I will prove to 
you that it is so by a very simple expedient. I now place 
my finger on the vein at the lower part of the neck, just 
above the clavicle, and I make pressure suflicient to inter- 
rupt the flow of blood in the vein. The pressure is light, 
and entirely insufficient to interrupt the flow of blood 
through a large artery. You see that I arrest immediately 
the pulsation, which returns directly my finger is removed. 
I can arrest it at will by preventing the flow of blood in 
the vessel. This snffices to prove that it is a venous not 
an arterial pulsation. It is due to a retrograde current of 
blood through the ven cave, and the larger veins which 
are tributary thereto, It is apparent on the right as well 
as on the left side of the neck, but, contrary to the rule, is 
much more marked on the left side. 


(To be continued.) 


Original Communications, 


ON THE USE OF PESSARIES. 
BY P. STEWART, M.D., 
OF PREKSKILL, N.Y, 


Ir cannot be denied that fushion has more or less influence 
in determining the use of remedial agents. From twenty 
to thirty years ago, it was the fashion to treat almost every 
case of prolapsus uteri with the pessary, and nearly all the 
schools in this country, at least, inculcated that as the true 
doctrine. 

Being strong in the faith, I entered upon the duties of 
my profession, armed and equipped with these supposed 
indispensable utero-vaginal agents, with the teachings of 
Prof. Dewees fresh in my memory, and his book under my 
arm, If I mistake not this faith held almost universal sway 
in the profession until within the last ten or twelve years ; 
when considerable scepticism began to prevail in regard to 
its utility, and I had fain hoped their use was fast becoming 
unfashionable, In some discussions recently held in the 
Academy of Medicine, however, I learn that such is not the 
fact; at least, in some quarters. Their use was there advo- 
cated by some whose names very justly have great influ- 
ence; and the earnestness and mt with which the claims 
of the pessary were set fourth may well induce those who 
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have arrived at différent conclusions to re-examine the 
foundations of their faith and practice. 

It is not the intention of this communication to enter 
into an elaborate discussion of the merits or demerits of the 
pessary, nor indeed any discussion at all, but simply to 
relate the results of my own experience, in a village and 
country practice of more than twenty years. 

My first patient was a young girl about eighteen years 
of age, who had worn an oval-shaped gum elastic pessary 
for a period of nearly two years, by the direction of a 
respectable practitioner of medicine. I found on exami- 
nation of this case great tenderness and thickening of 
the mucous membrane of the vagina and profuse leucor- 
rhoea, with constant necessity for the catheter to evacuate 
the bladder, and habitual constipation. As the instrument 
had not been in a single instance removed since its first 
introduction, nearly two years, this operation was accom- 
plished as soon as practicable, and a strong decoction of oak 
bark, sometimes as an injection, and sometimes by means 
of a saturated sponge, introduced into the vagina, was 
adopted as a substitute, and the horizontal posture was more 
or less enforced, but alternated with appropriate exer- 
cise. These things, together with an appropriate bandage, 
for the support of the abdominal viscera, and general tonics, 
constituted the treatment. The pessary had become sucha 
horror to the patient that it was never reintroduced. Under 
this treatment, persevered in for about two years, the 
patient completely recovered, married, and bore children. 

The history and result of this vase rather tended to shake 
my unplicit faith in the pessary, which my young patient 
regarded as an instrument of torture; or more properly, I 
may say, it led me to inquire whether the other means 
adopted might not in most cases be relied upon instead. 
However, I was so much attached to my authority, that I 
tried the pessary in some subsequent cases, but i did not 
please me. Either soreness, or leucorrheea, or some other 
inconvenience, was so troublesome and annoying, that in 
every case I soon abandoned their use, and resorted to the 
method indicated in my first case, and with very satisfae- 
tory results. Ido not question the utility of the pessary 
in the hands of others, but in mine it certainly failed of its 
object. But it must be confessed that my experience is 
more of a negative than a positive character, and in favor 
of another, and I think a mueh pleasanter method of treat- 
ment. 

During my professional career numerous cases of prolap- 
sus have fallen under my treatment, though in honesty I 
am bound to say that I] have seen but two cases in which 
the os uteri presented at the external orifice. Mine have 
therefore nearly all been incomplete eases of prolapsus, 
many of them, however, so painful as to prevent the patient 
from walking or taking any exercise for the improvement 
of the general health, My treatment in all these cases has 
been such as I have described above, in direct application 
of astringents by means of the syringe or the sponge, 
repeated several times in a day, the horizontal position, 
alternated with riding in an easy carriage, for the invigo- 
ration of the general health, enema to keep the bowels free, 
an appropriate bandage to support the superincumbent vis- 
cera, and general tonics. Of course this general outline is 
modified to suit the exigency of each case. The best evi- 
dence of its success is the fact, that to-day, “ to the best of 
my knowledge and belief," not a single patient that has 
submitted fully to this treatment under my direction is 
suffering any inconvenience from the malady. The sponge 
I make use of is so small that it passes readily through the 
os externum, so that the nurse or the patient herself may 
remove and re-apply it several times in a day. The object 
is not so much to support the womb as to keep the astrin- 
gent remedy more constantly in contact with the relaxed 
tissues. I am aware that Prof. Barker recommends it for 
the former purpose; but as his method would require the 
almost daily attendance of the physician to re-apply it, the 
inconvenience of doing it has deterred me from adopting 
his method. Besides the uniformly satisfactory results for 
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a period of twenty years make me somewhat tenacious of 
the old paths. 

Perhaps I might say that I regard the bandage as a sine 
qué non in the treatment. The one I use is made in the 
following manner. A piece of thin sole leather, from eight 
to ten inches long, and from three to three and a half inches 
wide, is taken and made to fit nicely immediately over the 
pubes. Another soft pad is placed over the spine, corre- 
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sponding to the front one, each furnished with loops; two | 


strips of saddler’s webbing pass around the hips, through 
these loops, one above the other, and fastened in front, the 


lower one being a little the shortest, that the pressure may | 


be exerted from below upwards. Another strap, made 
with rolled cotton, passes around the inside of the head of 
each thigh and fastened to the other pad, by means of a 
small ring and an elastic. There is nothing new in this 
treatment; and if its results should be as satisfactory to others 
as they have been to myself, the use of that unpleasant instru- 
ment, the pessary, would be entirely superseded. 


ee 


ON THE USE OF LOOPED WIRE 
Ix rue Removat or Foreien Bopies rrom tue Arr-Passaces, 

WITH A REPORT OF TWO CASES, 

By J. J. TOMSON, M.D. 
OF DAVENPORT, IOWA. 

Some time in the month of May last, a lad about eight years 
old, whose parents reside in this city, accidentally inhaled 
into the trachea a piece of clay pipe-stem, about one and a 
half inches long, and of large size. Dr. Maxwell saw the 
patient, and used the probang, hoping thereby to dislodge 
the foreign body and enable the boy to cough it up. After 
using the probang, with some other means, the boy was 
relieved, and it was hoped that he had coughed the pipe- 
stem up, and perhaps swallowed it into the stomach. He 
was quite relieved for some six days, running and playing 
as usual. 

On the sixth day after inhaling the pipe-stem, one of 
his playmates threw a stone which accidentally struck him 
upon the back. From this time he became rapidly worse, 
with all the symptoms of a foreign body within the air- 
passages. A council of physicians was called, who agreed 
that there was a foreign body in the trachea, and that an 
operation was the only probable means of relief to the boy. 
The operation was performed by Dr. Adler, assisted by 
Drs. Baker, Maxwell, Fountain, and myself. After the 
operation, a variety of instruments and means were used, 
which were not successful in removing the foreign body. In 
the afternoon of the same day, and the morning following, 
Drs. Adler and Maxwell made other attempts with no 


better success. On the afternoon of the second day, about | 


thirty-six hours from the time of the operation, and more 
than one week from the time of the inhalation of the pipe- 
stem, I was requested by Dr. Adler to visit the patient, 
with himself and Dr. Maxwell. The patient was rapidly 
failing, and we felt that he would certainly succumb, unless 
the foreign body was soon removed. After trying the for- 
ceps, hooks, ete., I suggested the use of a looped wire. A 
piece of small wire, about two feet long, was obtained, and 
looped in the middle, of sufficient size to embrace the end 
of the pipe-stem (on the same principle as removing corks 
from a bottle with a string). The patient’s head being 
well thrown back, I proceeded to introduce the looped 
wire. On passing it down to the right bronchus, it came 
in contact with the foreign body. At this point, I raised 
the end which I held in my hand, and pressed the end 
next the foreign body back towards the spine, so as to pass 
my wire behind the pipe-stem. The pipe-stem was firmly 
impacted in the bronchus, so that it required some force to 
push the wire between it and the walls of the bronchial 
tube. The wire was some two inches or more below 


the point of obstruction, and then, on gently withdrawing | 


+ 
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it, the loop came in contact with the lower end of the pipe- 
stem, which was thus easily removed. The orifice of the 
trachea was closed, and the boy made a rapid recovery. 

On the twenty-fifth of last month, my partner, Dr. Max- 
well, and myself, were sent for by Dr. Carpenter of Blue- 
Grass, to assist him in removing a grain of corn from the 
trachea of a child about one year old. The operation was 
performed by Dr. Maxwell: after which, I passed the loop 
of wire as in the other case. It was passed down the right 
bronchus, and passed quite easily the point of obstruction; 
and on its removal, it brought the kernel of corn into the 
trachea, which soon after made its appearance at the orifice, 
and was easily removed. 

I wish to call the attention of the Profession to this 
simple, cheap, and harmless instrument, from the fact that 
I believe it will succeed in some cases where nothing else 
will. It can be used with perfect freedom by any one who 
is acquainted with the anatomy of the lungs, in searching 
far into the air-passages for small bodies, with little or no 
risk of producing serious irritation. There are other cogent 
reasons for its trial which will suggest themselves to the 
mind of every medical man. I submit its trial, with the 
cases above reported, to the Profession, hoping that it may 
be found of some service in such painful and unfortunate 
cases. 
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SUCCESSFUL LARYNGOTOMY FOR TONSILLITIS 
INDUCING GEDEMA OF GLOTTIS. 
BY RALPH N. ISHAM, M.D., 


PROFESSOR OF SURGICAL ANATOMY AND OPERATIVE SURGERY IN THE LIND 
UNIVERSITY, CHICAGO, 


R. P., aged about ten years, is a bright healthy lad, who has 
been subject to cynanche tonsillitis so frequently that those 
glands have become indurated and enlarged; upon the 
least accession of cold he has an attack of “ quinsy,’ which 
usually lasts for three or four days, but has never heretofore 
produced any alarming symptoms. Tuesday night, Dec. 
18, he had a chill; the afternoon of this day he skated, and 
it was supposed that he thus received his cold by some 
imprudence when heated from the exercise. Wednesday, 
the tonsils became much swollen, but no symptoms arose 
which led to the supposition that it would differ from 
scores of previous attacks. I first saw him that afternoon ; 
he was sitting up, with some difficulty of breathing, some 
febrile excitement, and upon examination, I found that 
with the utmost difficulty he could breathe through the 
mouth, and that the respiration was through the nose with 
comparative ease ; there was slight deafness, hence I in- 
ferred that the swelling was confined to the tonsils, which 
encroached upon the eustachian tube, producing the deaf- 
ness. Upon examining the fauces, the opposing surfaces of 
the tonsils were in apposition, the uvula pushed backwards. 
The treatment prescribed at this time was the use of sulph. 
magnes. and ant. et potass. tart., with topical applications 
to the throat. 

Thursday morning,:1 was sent for at half past six 
o'clock ; found the patient in the upright position in bed, 
with the respiration very labored, diaphragmatic, with 
heaving of the chest, and indentation of the intercostal 
spaces upon inspiration; quick pulse; great exhaustion 
from difficult respiration during the night. Upon examin- 
ation, it was decided to apply a 60 grain sol. of nitrate of 
silver to larynx, if possible. This was attempted without 
success, owing to the condition of the tonsils, but the effect 
was evidently bad. He suffered so from the application 
that I saw no time was to be lost in cpening the Sreice or 
trachea. I hastened for my instruments, and returned to 
find the patient nearly suffocated; countenance anxious 
and dusky, and death imminent. But little time was lost 
in opening the larynx, through the crico-thyroid membrane, 
by means of a trochar, and inserting the tube; relief was 
instantaneous and great; the color was gradually restored, 
patient became quite conscious, and sank into a quiet sleep 
for a few moments. 
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To avoid what I cons:der the greatest danger from this 
operation, VIZ. 


sion of cold at, 


inflammation of the lungs from the admis- 


I ordered sponges, wrung out of hot water, 
to be kept constantly applied to the orifice of the tube 
during the whole time he wore it. These were changed as 


and the little patient soon learned 


olten as twice a mintite, 
to insist upon its faithful performance for his own comfort. 
By means of this ¢ i 


xpedient, the air inhaled was tempered 
by heat and moisture to about 


; the same degree as when 
“inhaled through the natural passages. Cough and spasm 
of the bronchial tubes were also thus avoided, for it was 
observed if at any time the was too cool, those 
symptoms were excited, The room was kept at the proper 
devree of temperature, Tuesday the 23d, I removed the tube 
as there was no further difficulty of breathing from disease. 
The wound slowly closed, F 


sponge 


and for a couple of days gave 
exit to mucus, sometimes quite inspissated. The patient 
has recovered without a single unpleasant symptom. 

The rapid closure of the glottis I con-ider was hastened 
by the agitation, excitement of the circulation, and spasm, 
consequent upon the atfempt to apply the nitrate of silver 
to the parts affected, but only anticipating by a short time 
what would inevitably have taken place from the disease 
extending to the glottis. 

Upon a review of this case it might be suggested that 
the proper treatment in the emergency should have been 
scarification of the glottis, according to Dr. Gurdon Buck's 
method, This expedient occurred to me, but was precluded 
by the swelling of the tonsils to that extent that the finger 
could have scarcely been pushed beyond without the great- 
est difficulty. 


Aeports ot Aospitals, 
ST. VINCENT’S HOSPITAL. 
DISEASES OF KNEE-JOINT, 
[Reported by Witttaw O' Meacner,M.D., Resident Physician and Surgeon.) 
Case 1L—W .C., a youth about 17 years old, by occupation 


a physician's servant, was admitted May Sth, 1860, under 
the care of Dr. Van Buren, with chronic disease of the 


knee-joint of three years’ standing, and not produced by 


injury,as farashe knew. His general appearance indicated 
confirmed cachexia, and a physical examination of the 
chest revealed positive symptoms of phthisis, to which he 
was subject by hereditary transmission ; the rational symp- 
toms—cough, purulent expectoration, night-sweats, nausea, 
anorexia, Insomnia, and general emaciation—were also appa- 
rent. The condition of the knee-joint was equally unpro- 
mising, being very much enlarged, and exhibiting that 
peculiar doughy appearance indicative of advancing stru- 
mous disorganization, The limb itself, from the middle of | 
the thigh to the toes, was quite eedematous; and from a 
fistulous opening, situated about two inches from the joint 
on the posterior and outer aspect of the leg, sero-purulent 
matter continually issued. Motion or touch produced con- 
siderable pain ; the limb was bent almost to a right angle, 
and he lay in bed on the sound side with a pillow support- 
ing the affected joint, a position which produced only a 
trifling alleviation of his discomfort. At first, resection of 
the joint was intended, as soon as the patient should be in 
a condition suitable for such an operation. For this purpose 
he was directed good diet, with milk-punch, beef-tea, cod- 
liver oil, with syrp. iod. ferri, tr. iodinii locally to the 
cedematous extremity, and moderate pressure by means of 
bandages. But in consequence of the excessive irritability 
of the stomach only an inadequate amount of nourishment 
could be taken, and the oil also had to be abandoned for 
other medicines. 
The local treatment produced a slight diminution of | 
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the cedema, but an abscess collected in the popliteal space, 
aggravating still more the sufferings of the patient. He 
grew rapidly worse; so much so, that now the only thought 
was to alleviate his sufferings as much as possible by ano- 
dynes, locally and internally. He continued to sink in spite 
of everything in the way of nourishment or good nursing, 
all idea of a resection having long since been abandoned, 
and for that matter, any hope of saving his lile being very 
faint indeed until the 5th of July, when amputation of the 
thigh, which had been previously agreed on at a consulta- 
tion, was performed by Dr. Thebaud, who was then on 
service. Afler the operation, notwithstanding the fiee use 
of beef-tea, stimulants, and tonics, no healthy reaction 
supervened; the pulse up to the end being as high as 140. 
When the first dressing was removed, the wound presented 
an unhealthy appearance, partial and very imperfect union 
having taken place, and the end of the bone denuded of 
periosteum protruding for about an inch, while the integu- 
ments and other soft tissues up to the abdomen were filled 
with offensive ash-colored pus. The quantity of this 
increased from day to day until he died exhausted on the 
12th, two months after admission. 

Case 2.—Thomas Mcl., a single man, aged 31 years, was 
admitted June 29, 1860, during the service of Dr. Thebaud. 
This patient is a stout healthy man, of middle size and good 
constitution, with no acquired or hereditary tendency to 
disease. About nine years previously to admission, while 
engaged in playing at foot-ball, he received a kick from one 
of the players on the lower and outer part of the left thigh, 
in the vicinity of the knee-joint. This produced inflamma- 
tion and swelling of the soft tissues, together with effusion 
into the joint; sloughing of the injured part soon followed, 
and an artificial opening was made in addition, in order to 
permit the free evacuation of matter, which continued to 
be discharged for about eight weeks, when the parts began 
to resume their former condition, or nearly so, the only 
impediment observed being a slight weakness of the joint 
after walking or working. Five months after this, while at 
his occupation as laborer, he sustained a second injury to 
the knee by a severe bruise, from which, also, he recovered 
after a time, while the joint continued in its former weak 
condition, being occasionally swelled and painful. For two 
and a half years subsequently, during which the condition 
of the joint remained the same, he had had no medical 
treatment. But on the voyage to this country it again 
became affected, this time more seriously than before ; and 
on landing, he was sent to-the State Hospital, where he 
was treated by blisters and other counter-irritation. From 
this he was discharged very much improved, and continued 
so for nine months, when he went to work for the first 
time. Nothing occurred for eight months subsequently 
until the following winter, when the knee began to trouble 
him again, and he was obliged to leave off work : in addi- 
tion, he had several falls on the ice, which aggravated the 
disease. As soon as he got better, he obtained the situa- 
tion of coachman in the country, where he remained for six 
months. At this period he noticed that change of weather 
always affected his knee more or less, Here again, another 
accident obliged him to give up this occupation too, and he 
again entered the State Hospital, where he remained eight 
months, counter-irritant treatment failing this time to make 
any improvement, and then left. 

On admission to St. Vincent's Hospital shortly after- 
wards, he was laboring under a slight bronchitis only, with- 
out any symptom of tubercular disease, or indeed of any 
other constitutional affection whatever. Wet cups, leeches, 
fomentations, and rest, were directed to be repeated at in- 
tervals; and in a short time the heat and sweiling subsided. 
The knee was enlarged, stiff, swelled, and painful, with the 
feeling as if of loose cartilages partially detached, and con- 
siderably interfering with the mobility of the joint. The 
patella, also, was almost immovable, and the ligaments 
were contracted and indurated: but as the relief was ex- 
pected to be only temporary, resection was proposed as a 
final remedy. He declined, however, and soon after left. 
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He returned again, October 29th, under the care of Dr. 
A. BP. Mott. While out, he had been under the care(?) of a 
,quack, who applied several caustic issues to the part, and 
injured him greatly. This time the treatment has been 
solely by.forcible extension through the means of a thick 
band of adhesive plaster, applied as in fractures of the femur, 
with a weight attached. Under this treatment, a remark- 
able change for the better has taken place; and the joint 
has resumed something of its natural condition, while its 
mobility is very much improved. The only difficulty in 
the treatment is caused by the frequent breaking of the 
adhesive strap, and the pain produced by constant weight, 
which, at the present time (November 30), is twenty-four 
pounds, 

Case 3.—James H., 25 years of age, a married man 
from the country, was admitted during the service of Dr. 
Thebaud, May 9, 1860. This was an idiopathic, scrofulous 
case, somewhat similar to the first, had not existed so 
long, and of course did not present such an amount of dis- 
organization. The knee presented the usual appearance of 
chronie effusion and inflammation having existed without 
any known exciting cause for about two years, and with 
occasional intervals of exemption from the prominent symp- 
toms. 

The treatment prescribed was, rest in bed, wet cups, 
subsequently leeches, with fomentations or poultices, until 
both pain and swelling were considerably subdued. In a 
short time these seemed to have a good effect, and in order 
to keep it up a fluid blister was applied, which still further 
tended to improve the condition of the joint; so much so, 
that the patient was allowed to sit up and rest the affected 
limb on a chair. But a serious complication already 
existed, namely tubercles in the lungs, attended by cough, 
hectic (at first supposed to have been an attack of inter- 
mittent to which he was liable), night sweats, and gene- 
ral emaciation, and in addition he was laboring under 
acute nephritis. In consequence of this, the local treatment, 


though not abandoned, was deemed of minor importance, 


and generous constitutional regimen at once directed. After 
a while this had the desired effect, and he grew stronger ; 
but occasional exacerbations of the lesion in the joint for- 
bade the hope of an eventual cure; resection was accord- 
ingly proposed after an irregular consultation, but the 
patient was unwilling, and subsequently left the Hospital. 
I afterwards heard that he had consulted a practitioner out- 
side, who had the joint encased in straps of empl. ammon. 
ce. hydrarg., and prescribed large doses of iodide of potas- 
sium internally. 

Case 4,—Thomas McC , aged 20, apparently of scro- 
fulous constitution, but without the characteristic develop- 
ment, was admitted May 11, 1860, during the same ser- 
vice, His family were all healthy, and he himself had | 
enjoyed good health, with the exception of an attack of 
intermittent fever. Five weeks previously to admission he 
had had an attack of rheumatism in the right knee and left 
elbow, which got so well in a few days under regular 
medical treatment that he began to walk about, but the 
knee again became swelled and painful. This time, of his 
own accord, he used various stimulating liniments, which he 
thought only aggravated the complaint. The same local 
depletion as in the former cases was here also practised, 
and cod-liver oil mixture with quinine ordered in addition; 
under this treatment a gradual improvement took place, 
until at the end of a month he was discharged at his own 
wish with a splint to the posterior part of the limb, as a 
safeguard. He subsequently returned by request, when 
the knee was found to be restored to its natural symmetry 
and function. 

Case 5,—Michael K , laborer, married, was admitted 
under the care of Dr. A. B. Mott, June 30, 1860, with 
chronic inflammation and effusion of the right knee-joint. 
His general health had been a good deal broken down in 
consequence of a purulent discharge from a sinus on the 
outer and lower part of the thigh, within about two and a 
half inches of the articulation. This sinus and the discharge 
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had existed for eighteen months, but the origin of the dis- 
ease dated as far back as his seventh year. He could not 
say whether or not he had then sustained any injury to the 
part; but the lower part of the thigh, and also the knee- 
joint, became enlarged and painful : suppuration followed, 
and the abscess broke; finally, discharging a large quantity 
of purulent matter. Eleven spicule of bone also came 
away with the discharge, and then the part healed up 
entirely for eighteen years, until five years previous to the 
date of admission, when the pain and swelling returned and 
continued for more than three years. At the end of this 
period the discharge recommenced and continued up to 
the time of admission to the hospital. On examination, 
a probe introduced into the sinus seemed to pass through 
the medullary canal, and the bone itself was considera- 
bly enlarged in the situation of the sinus to the exteut of 
several inches. The usual methods were used to re- 
duce the swelling and inflammation, and in a short time 
the local and constitutional condition was so much im- 
proved, that an operation to remove the supposed carious 
portion of the femur was decided on, after a consultation. 
Accordingly, on the 24th of July, Dr. A. B. Mott proceeded 
to trephine the bone. A longitudinal incision of about five 
inches was made in the part down to the bone, and the 
trephine applied in two places. The intervening bridge 
was removed by a bone nippers, and the medullary canal 
exposed to view. In the lower part of this were found 
about half an ounce of pus, and a small spicula of necrosed 
bone. Apprehension was now felt lest the pus had pene- 
trated into the joint; but a careful examination failed to 
discover any intercommunication. The wound was then 
filled with shredded lint, and a light roller bandage applied. 
After the first dressings were removed a copious discharge 
of pus followed, and this continued without abatement for 
some weeks, until the wound gradually closed up by heal- 
thy granulation, without the occurrence of any bad symp- 
toms. He left the Hospital about the latter end of Sep- 
tember in very good condition, being able to walk about 
with the aid of a stick; the knee also resumed its natural 
condition and some of its former strength. 

Case 6.—Mary C , aged 36, married, the mother of 
several children, was admitted March 29, 1860, during the 
service of Dr. Finnell, with left knee-joint in an advanced 
state of strumous disorganization. Two months previously 
she received a slight accidental blow on the knee from one 
of her children, and next day the joint was somewhat 
painful, and soon became so swelled, also, that she was 
obliged to abstain from household duties and take to bed. 

Sut notwithstanding medical treatment and previous good 
health, it grew gradually worse. The extremity from the 
middle of the thigh was oedematous, and fluctuation was felt 
particularly above and around the joint. Accordingly, an 
incision was made on the outside of the joint in a depend- 
ing position, and warm poultices were directed. During 
the following night, blood and matter were discharged with 
some relief; but a subsequent opening had to be made 
in order to remove the collected pus, which the first open- 
ing failed to do, and from this an immense quantity of puru- 
lent fluid continued to flow. Generous regimen was 
directed from the first, and stimulants were freely used ; 
still the discharge continued, and the other sympioms 
were only relieved, without at all presenting any umprove- 
ment in the condition of the joint, In this case, amputa- 
tion of the hip-joint was thought of by Dr. Thebaud, whose 
service succeeded, but the low condition of the patient put 
this out of the question, and it was soon apparent that sur- 
gery or medicine could do nothing to stay the ravages of the 
disease. A physical examination of the lungs indicated 
tubercular softening in both, evidenced also by cough, puru- 
lent expectoration, and profuse sweats. Soon the swelling 
extended up to the groin, which aggravated the patient's 
sufferings a good deal, and the discharge continued as pro- 
fuse as ever until death occurred. 
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—The patient was etherized, and the operation 

was performed by Dr. Markoe. An incision, parallel to the 

erno-« 
the 


leido-mastoid muscle, was carried across the middle 
tumor, which was then carefully enucleated with 
handle of the scalpel. The greater portion of the dis- 
eased mass was found to be superticial to the fascia pro- 
funda, from which it was easily detached by a few strokes 
of the bistoury, but a small process of the tumor extended 
down to the large cervical vessels. 


the 


The hemorrhage was 
very slight, and was readily controlled by the ordinary 
means, 

A microscopical examination, made after the removal of 
the tumor, revealed the existence of the peculiar cells, and 
other histological elements 
growth, 
~ Case XVITIL—Enormous Hypertrophy of a Soft Mole.— 
Gertrude Z., zt. 40, a married woman, has always had a 
ereat number of peculiar growths upon her back, shoulders, 
and bosom. These are of various size; some are subcu- 
taneous, others are prominent and pediculated. They are 
ordinary soft moles, individual examples of which are com- 
monly enough met with. Three weeks ago one of these 
tumors, which from childhood had been of very consider- 
able size. situated a little below the left clavicle, commenced 
to enlarge, and has ever since grown with the most amaz- 
ing rapidity. It now forms a pendulous growth, the base 
of which extends from the convexity of the shoulder to the 
mamma, and which hangs as low as the crest of the ilium. | 
Its attachments are superticial, in no way involving the | 

\ 


characteristic of a cancerous 
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deeper tissues. 


In color and general appearance it resem- 
a 


es an immensely relaxed and elongated scrotum ; its lower 
portion is cedematous, and appears as if it might easily 
slough away ; a little below the middle portion is an exco- 
mation, produced by the pressure of her clothing, which, 
however, presents a perfectly healthy surface. 
TRagnosis.—This case is unique—nothing like it is de- 
scribed in our books. We can only speculate as to its 
, though it is probably of the same character as the 
her tumors which we see upon the skin of the patient, 
These are composed, for the most part, of loose fibrous or 
fibro-cellular tissue, which contains a considerable amoun 
of fluid in its meshes. Though rapid in its growth, this is 
probably a benign tumor, for it has none of the hardness 
and appearance peculiar to cancer. 


natur 


Treatment.—The only thing we can do is to remove the 
tumor. Its pedicle is small, and the subjacent tissues are 
not involved, hence an operation will be attended with no 
difficulty.” The patient was then removed for the purpose 
of photographing the tumor; on the following day she 

urned, and the mass was removed by Dr. Markoe. An 
incision was carried through the healthy skin, around the 
base of the tumor, which was then dissected off from the 
subjacent tissues. The edges of the wound were brought 
together, and retained in apposition by the interrupted 
suture. 

Case XIX.—Dyspepsia.—Here is a stout well-built 
woman with her child, an infant of one year. She is only 
twenty-six years of age; her parents and family are all 
healthy; she has no appearance of scrofula or other consti- 
tutional taint; she and her baby ought both to be strong 
and well, The infant, you all see, is a pale, puny little 

1g: its mother tells us she is still nursing it, though it is 
already a year old. Now we hear a great outcry every little 
while, about seill-milk artd slop-milk, and the dreadful effect 
such an article of diet has upon children: it is just so in 
this the mother has nursed her child so long, and 
while her own health is so poor, that she can give it nothing 
better than slop-milk from her own breast. If a cow is 
kept in a dirty, ill-ventilated stall, where she gets no exer- 
cise and no proper food, her nuilk will be poor and innu- 
tritious: if a woman is placed in corresponding cireum- 
stances she will suffer in exactly the same way. Here is a 
woman only twenty-six years old, who is nursing her fifth 
child; she thas had to work very hard; she has lived in 
small close rooms; 


case, 


she has been unable to leave her cares, 
and take proper exercise in the open air; her mind has been 
oppressed with anxiety; in short, her nervous system is 
quite exhausted. What has followed as a consequence of 
this state of things? She tells us that when she gets up in 
the morning, she has a bad taste in her mouth, and can eat 
no breakfast. When dinner-time comes round, she has a 
little appetite; but it is six or seven in the evening before 
she can take a full meal. Unfortunately, however, this is 
but the commencement of her troubles, for soon after eating 
she feels weight and distress at the stomach; this is fol- 
lowed by eructations of gas, and by that condition which 
is called sour-stomach—the food which she has taken is 
decomposed rather than digested in the stomach. You 
will naturally expect to hear that she suffers alternately 
with costiveness and diarrhoea. 

This, then, is a case of dyspepsia. Any cause which 
tends to depress the nervous system may produce this dis- 
ease. Anything which disturbs the mind for a length of 
time, intemperance in eating, the use of indigestible articles 
of diet, the abuse of tea or coflee, of liquor, or of tobacco, 
will produce dyspepsia. When any such exciting causes 
are recognised, the first thing to be thought of is their 
removal. This woman is naturally strong and hearty, but 
she has been overworked in every way, so that her nervous 
system is now in a broken-down condition, a state of things 
which produces difficulty of digestion, which makes thin 
blood, which makes slop-milk, which makes a slop-baby. 
The child should be weaned, and put upon a course of cod- 
liver oil, 3). three times a day. The woman must have 
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relaxation, and exercise in the open air, with good diet, 
She will derive much benefit trom dry friction on the skin, 
and from a pill composed of; 
BR Ext. Rhei, Pulv. Ferri, Chenoidine, 4a., 
Nuc. Vomice, gr. ss. Fit. pil. 


gr. j., Ext. | 

. ». | 
ter in die sum, | 
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sT ATISTICS OF INSANITY. 
Tue inaccuracies of census returns in this country have fre- | 
quently been made the subject of just criticism by statis- | 


1861. 





ticians, and in no department are these defects so inevitable 
and so wide from the truth as in respect to insanity. In 
another column our readers will find an interesting resumé 
of the statistics of insanity in the State of New York. The 
census returns of 4,455 insane persons in this state in the | 
‘What shall | 


But, as our correspondent sug- 


year 1855, were enough to raise the question, ‘ 
we do with the Insane ?” 
gests, there can be no doubt that the actual number is far 
greater than the figures From what 
we know of the manner in which the census of 1860, as 
well as that of 1855, was taken, we may justly doubt whe- 
ther one fifth of the insane persons in private houses in the 
cities and large villages 
the returns. 


of the census returns. 


of this state has been recorded in 
We agree with Dr. Braprorp that the Jirst | 
duty of a State Commission of Lunacy would be to obtain | 
an accurate census of all classes of the insane in the state ; 
for without such definite knowledge of their number and 
condition, the plans for improving their welfare would ine- 
vitably be defective. The means for taking such a census 
would be simple and reliable, and the expense compara- 
tively little. For it is manifest that perfect accuracy in such 
matters could not be reached except by means of confiden- 
tial correspondence between the commissioners and the 
physicians and the clergymen of the entire state. 

In the year 1854 such a work was successfully under- | 
taken by a State Commission in Massachusetts, and the 
results showed that instead of 1,680, the census number, 
there were no less. than 2,632 insane persons known to the 
physicians within that state—-thus showing an excess of more 
than fifty per cent. above the stated census returns. The 
plan adopted by the Massachusetts Commission was as 
follows :— 


“The Commission determined to address every physician 
in the State, asking each one to give information relative to 
the persons and condition of all the lunatics and idiots 
within his knowledge. They sent a lithograph letter, stat- 
ing the several objects of inquiry, and inclosed a printed 
schedule, or form of return, which contained all the heads 
under which the answers were to be recorded. They 
asked for the name, sex, color, age, country of birth; whe- 
ther single, married, or widowed ; whether lunatic or idiot, 
present and usual condition; whether mild, manageable, 
troublesome, excitable, furious, or dangerous; whether sub- 
ject for a hospital or not; length of disease; if periodical, 
the number of attacks; whether curable or not; whether 
the remedial influences of any hospital had ever been tried 
for restoration; where resident, if not in the town of the 
reporter; and whether state or town pauper, or independ- 
ent. . . . A pledge was given that none but the Com- | 
mission should see the names of the persons reported, and‘ 
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in fulfilment of this promise, after the reports were prepared 
and corrections made for the duplications (two or more 
physicians reporting the same person), the names were 
erased,” 

Such statistics are greatly needed, and undoubtedly the 
means adopted by the Massachusetts Commissioners would 
be equally successful in every country, And in the State 
of New York, or in any other state, it is not probable that 
the inaccuracies of census returns would be found less than 
in Massachusetts. Hence we may safely conclude that the 
actual number of insane persons in the State of New York 
is not less than 6,700. Indeed there are good reasons for 
the opinion that the total number of the insane in the state 
would be found to be very nearly seven thousand. 

In afuture number we shall insert a comprehensive statis- 
tical summary of the hospital and asylum facilities for the 
We 
forbear comments upon the meagreness of these provisions 
for lunatics in 


care of the insane in the several States of the Union.* 


our country. These asylum statistics will 
tell their own story, even when compared with the unper- 
fect census returns of insanity, while the tens of thousands 
of insane and idiotic poor who cannot find admission to 
suitable asylums, are at this hour treated more like brutes 
and fiends than like human beings. Pleasant as are the ex- 
ceptions to such a rule of treatment, the heart of humanity 
would be shocked at the scenes that still may be witnessed 
in the wretched sties and rookeries in which most pauper 
lunatics are confined; while in many a sequestered hovel 
squalor and bodily suffering have been 
needlessly substituted for domestic and personal comforts, 


sits 


or garret, where 


“moody Madness laughing wild 
Amid severest woe.” 

We can conceive no higher mission of the medical pro- 
fession than that of searching out, and preventing or miti- 
gating the causes and adverse conditions of mental disease, 
Whether in health or in the disorders of mania, “ the care 
of the human mind is the most noble branch of Medicine.” 
Upon the physicians of our State and Country mainly rests 
the responsibility of securing for the insane that care which 
their deplorable condition demands, 

nel 
THE WEEK. 

We learn from the Columbian Banner (S. C.) that R. 
Gisses, M.D., has been appointed by the Governor, 

geon-General of South Carolina: that F. Peyvre Porcuer, 
M.D., and J. J. Cuirsotm, M.D., have been appointed by the 
Surgeon-General of South Carolina, Surgeons to the 
United States Marine Hospital, now in the possession of 
South Carolina. 


Thad 


From official reports it appears that the total number of 
immigrants during the year at this port was 103,621; the 
largest number being in the month of May, when 23,449 
arrived, In the year 1858, 78,589 immigrants arrived, 
while in 1859 there were 79,322; showing an increase the 
pre sent year over that of 1859 of 21 299, ‘and over 1858 of 

25,032. The amount of money brought into the country is 
estimated, from the records of past years, at an average of 
$76 each or a total of $7,875,196, of which over three and 
a half millions were brought by Irish, and nearly three 
millions by the Germans. 


At the Annual Meeting of the New York Medical and 
Surgical Society held on Saturday the 5th inst., Dr. ALoxzo 
Ciark was electel President; Dr. T. M. Hatsreap, Vice- 
President; Dr. H. D. Sanps, Secretary; and Dr. Tos. F. 
Cook, Treasurer. 





* Dr. Dunglison in North American Medico-Chirurgical Review. 
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On Diseases pecutiarn To Women, including DispLaceMENTS 
or THe Uterus. By Hveu L. Hover, M.D., Professor 
of Obstetrics Diseases of Women and Children in 

“ Nullius addictus 


Blanchard & Lea. 


and 
the University of Pennsylvania. 


jurare in verba magistri.’ Philad. : 


LGU, 
Tis work, it’ a text-book, would, with a slightly altered 


arrangement, and an anatomical and pliysiological prelude, 


have been valuable to the student from its carefully elabo- 


rated statements of symptoms, which bear equal evidence 


to the industry and close observation of the author, and 
from its elaborate exposition of the theory and phenomena 
of Hysteria ; 


uch was its design. 


but its whole plan forbids us to suppose that 
In the manly letter to Dr. Meigs, 
which prefaces it, the author expressly claims to have writ- 
ten with a “ desire to contribute the results of his observa- 


tions and reflections towards the improvement of medicine,” 


and in the quaint language of the eloquent obstetrician of | 


the Jefferson school, calls it a “sign” for posterity. 
It is on the basis, then, of a positive addition to our 
medical knowledge, that its 


sum of smentific 


rregate 

» must be estimated. In our judgment, it fails of this 
“ Chapter Bh 
supposed, of the entire treatise, is Irrita- 


m its exclusiveness. The keynote of 


first 
a further peru 
ly the 


il led us to the discovery, that 
outwork (rather an extensive one, to 
be sure) ol 


an elaborate and skilfully constructed defence of 


pessaries, It opens with a vindication, as important in 


practice as it is just in theory, of the physical reality of 


those disturbances commonly called nervous; and the gal- 
lant defence of woman's character which accompanies it, 
runs through the book most refreshingly. The definition 
of irritability is thus given in a somewhat complicated sen- 


tence, which seems to mourn the loss of a relative: “ By 
the irritability of tissues is simply meant a capability of 
receiving impressions from surrounding agents, and thus 
and 


produc ing phenomena, is only to be observed when 


these tissues are alive.” It is to a simple exaltation of this 
property on the part of the uterus that the author would 
attribute the most of the ills that woman’s flesh is pecu- 
liarly heir to. We have not space to follow him through 
all his careful analysis of the ideas of excitability, con- 
tractility, We content 
selves with giving the deduction which concerns us, and 


irritability, and sensibility. our- 
which we consider as untenable as it is remarkable, viz. 
that there are two distinct varieties of congestion, the one 
nervous or simple, resulting from irntation of the cerebro- 
spinal system, and leading only to hypertrophy or effusion ; 
the other organic, resulting from irritation of the ganglionic 
nerves, and terminating in inflammation. We cannot 
accept this division, as it is unsustained by either patholo- 
gical authority or observation, or by any reasoning of the 
author. 

In the following chapters these ideas of simple irrita- 
bility and nervous congestion are localized in the uterus, 
and the history and symptoms of Irritable Uterus carefully 
detailed, They do not differ from those usually assigned 
to chronic inflammatory diseases of the cervix and body. 
The congestion, hypertrophy, leucorrhoea, and even the cases 
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of membranous dysmenorrhoea (if they occur) are purely 


nervous, as Dr. Hodge thinks, not inflammatory. Although 
infummation may be an accompaniment and possibly a 
cause of irritability, yet it is rare and tractable. 

In treating of the general symptoms, direct and reflex, 
the point is well maintained, that so-called spinal irritation 
is, in the majority of cases, simply a symptom of uterine 
disease ; while clavus hystericus, derangements of sensibi- 
lity, and all the remarkable phenomena of hysteria, are dis- 
cussed at length, which seems scarcely necessary in a work 
intended for practitioners. We cannot forbear calling atten- 
tion to the opening paragraph of Chapter VLI., in which the 
mysterious affilation of mind and body is adverted to, as 
being peculiarly eloquent and nobly reverential in its tone. 
It is good to see a scientific subject approached in such a 
frame, however we may differ from his conclusions; and 
this very chapter contains one from which we must dissent 
most unqualitiedly. We cannot believe that puerperal con- 
vulsions are simply those of ordinary hysteria enhanced in 
severity by the “ almost universal plethoric state of preg- 
nant women.” To ignore the toxemic cause of these con- 
vulsions in the vast majority of instances would be not only 
a retrograde step in pathology, but a most dangerous prac- 
tical The pathology of Irritable Uterus admits of 
hypertrophy and congestion, but not of induration or ulcer- 
ation. 


error. 


Its treatment, and that of its complications, primary 
and secondary, oceupies the three last chapters of this part. 
The general treatment is judicious. The remarks on diet, 
exercise, moral treatment, the use of water, and especially 
the topical application of warmth and moisture, may be 
read with profit. But the local treatment (injections and 
pessaries) We must protest against as inefficient, if not inju- 
rious. Nitrate of silver he tolerates, inasmuch as it has 
“long been known as possessing peculiar powers of dimi- 
nishing the irritability of tissues.” We think that he ex- 
plains the secret of that mysterious power when he advises 
its use in inflammatory action in the bladder. But of the 
more powerful local alteratives, he is utterly intolerant. 
Such inflammations and ulcerations he pronounces to be as 
tractable as those of the mouth, unless maintained by dis- 
placements. To the history and treatment of these last 
mentioned affections, Part II. is devoted. We cannot agree 
with the Professor in his high estimate of the value of the 
illustrations with which this portion of his work is adorned. 
That “Mr. Baxter” is “an artist” we do not deny. That 
his pictures are prettily finished and nicely shaded, we will 
not gainsay. His chiaro-oscuro is indeed quite irreproach- 
But that Mr. B. is an anatomist, these “ specimens 
of his art” lead us to doubt most seriously. Their preter- 
natural smoothness and disregard of minutiz lead us to sup- 
pose them not in any sense representations of objects before 
the eye of the artist at the time of their execution, but 
rather as diagrams, intended to convey the idea existing in 
the author’s mind; and his admission that “they are based 
upon preparations in his museum, and information derived 
from his daily experience in the treatment of uterine dis- 
eases,” tends to confirm our supposition. We cannot think 
that the shrivelled mummifactions or the corrugated and 
distorted alcoholic preserves of an anatomical museum, are 
a fair and sufficient basis for representations of living objects. 
The diminished length of the uterus, being only from two 
and an eighth to two and a quarter inches, the strange dis- 
regard of areolar tissue, and the complete oblivion of the 
sigmoid flexure, leaving so enormous a vagino-rectal 


able. 
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pouch, that, to insure the “plenum” on which the author 
properly insists, the artist has been compelled to pull down 
into it such a mass of small intestines as certainly to produce 
a “vacuum” in the abdominal cavity above, all combine to 
strengthen this view. Nor can we think the sense of touch, 
great as are its capabilities, a safe guide for the pencil, in a 
case where the whole question of the propriety of a mode 
of treatment hinges on a matter of lines and angles. It is 
this latter ground of reliance which has led to so exagge- 
rated a view of the inclination of the plane of the superior 
strait. He does not give it in figures, but a careful mea- 
surement of it in the plate representing the “ Natural Posi- 
tion of the Pelvic Viscera,” makes it 62°. 

Richardson, the latest American authority on anatomy, 
places it at 55°, while the Germans, as represented by 
Braun, and the French by Cazeaux, allow it to vary 
between this and 60°. Littré and Robin, in “ Nysten’s 
Dictionnaire de Medecine,” state the mean, taking into 
account alterations in posture, at 45°. The author, there- 
fore, exceeds the furthest limit allowed by any authority at 
home or abroad. In no plates but his own, and we have 
carefully examined a number, will the “ perpendicular let 
fall from the anterior surface of the third lumbar vertebra 
strike the middle of the pubes,” or within half an inch of its 
edge. 

The axis of the uterus of course corresponds to the axis 
of this plane. Should we meet in practice a fundus thus 
tilted over on the bladder, we should at once pronounce it 
anteverted. 

The vagina, robbed of its natural curve, is made a straight 
tube whose axis, prolonged, strikes the coccyx, and into 
which the uterus opens laterally, as does the ileum into the 
cocecum, but at an acute angle. To the author, who vaiues the 
speculum so little as not to have thought it necessary to give 
directions for its introduction, the difficulty which we are 
about to state will not be a practical one; but we venture 
to say that those who are still so benighted as to suppose it 
an important means of diagnosis and treatment,will be some- 
what surprised to find that they have never obtained a view 
of the mouth of the womb in its natural position, without 
forcibly dragging it into the field; and indeed we do not see 
how it could be accomplished then without great difficulty. 
But he ought to have seen the incongruity of depicting a 
sound, or as he somewhat affectedly styles it a uterine 
probe, having a curve corresponding to an obtuse angle, as 
of the proper shape to be introduced in the womb in its 
natural position, that is at an acute angle of 60° to the 
vagina. 

There is nothing sufficiently unusual either in his vari- 
eties or descriptions of displacements to need remark. As 
regards their causes, while we cannot agree with Meigs 
that “prolapsion of the womb is simply a disease of the 
vagina,” we are not, on the other hand, prepared with the 
author to ignore this tube entirely as a means of support to 
the uterus. It is not simply suspended from that organ. 
Its extensive attachments to the surrounding viscera, its 
great contractility, and the fact that its surfaces are always 
in apposition, entitle it to a fair share of consideration in 
this regard, at least equal to that accorded to those round 
ligaments which the artist has represented as describing 
curves, at the same time so graceful and so untrue. He 
should nave been warned against supposing that the term 
“round” referred to their direction. The somewhat dog- 
matic assertion, that “the supposition that anteversion or 
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retroversion is the result of simple weight may be consi- 
dered as altogether gratuitous,” is founded principally on 
his extreme obliquity theory, and is too sweeping to be dan- 
gerous. As to their treatment, while he demonstrates ably 
the inadequacy of external pressure to support the womb, 
he considers the pessary a “ ‘sine qué non,’ an essential for 
their perfect relief.” The objections to the different forms 
of pessaries heretofore in use are clearly pointed out. One 
is dirty, another inefficient, another dangerous. Where 
then do we find that wonder-working pessary, of whose 
In 
“This impor- 
tant modification consists in making a ring oblong instead 


results the professor has spoken so enthusiastically ? 
his own modification of the Ring Pessary. 


of circular, and curved so as to correspond to the curvature 
of the vagina.” But in his drawing of the “ Natural Posi- 
tion, ete.,” the vagina has no curvature. This instrument 
he entitles the lever pessary from its supposed mode of 
action. The open form has been for some time known as 
the horse-shoe pessary. He fully admits the increased dan- 
gers attendant upon its increase of power. We imagine 
that it will continue to prove, as it has done already, more 
serviceable in his own hands than in those of other phy- 
sicians. 

If, as we believe to be the case, the vagina does share in 
the sustenance of the womb, then an unyielding object 
introduced into it must interfere with its contractility, and 
in so far defeat its own object. But, if ever of service, we 
can conceive that it would be so in those eases of fibroid 
growth and solid tumors of the ovary, which are dangerous 
principally from their weight, and to whose rash excision 
he properly objects. 

Part III. is devotedto Diseases of Sedation, and contains 
simply the author’s views of amenorrhoea. They do not 
differ from those generally held of the amenorrhoea of 
anemia or atony, the affection being regarded rather as a 
symptom than a disease, and the treatment being directed 
to the general system. Of this part of the work we are 
compelled to say, that while the author has neither deve- 
loped new pathological ideas, nor added to our therapeutic 
resources, that is known and 
accepted at the present day, that it cannot be regarded 
either as a safe guide for the young practitioner or as a 
valuable contribution for the more experienced. 

In place of the motto which Prof. Hodge has adopted for 
his work, we would suggest another, “ Non progredi est 
regredi,” for we consider the tendency of the book rather re- 
trograde than progressive. We look upon it asa step back- 
wards in uterine pathology of at least a decade, perhaps two. 
We lay it down with a feeling of disappointment which we 


he has omitted so much 


cannot disguise. The expectations which its announcement 
had awakened in us, founded on our knowledge of his long 
experience both as a practitioner and a teacher, have not 
been realized. We find the old wells of nervous irritation 
reopened, and the copious streams of modern pathology 
disregarded; the careful and laborious investigations of 
Bennet, Simpson, Scanzoni, Kennedy, and others, set aside 
for the speculations of the day when physical diagnosis was 
in its infancy. 


>  - 


Smatt-pox is unusually prevalent in Philadelphia. In 
Columbia, S. C., it has produced such a panic as to drive 
away the State Convention that had assembled at the Capi- 
tol. In the City of New York, this malady is extensively 
prevalent as usual. 
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10th of Mare! 


the East River 


|. three deaths were reported . 

une, two; in July, two; in August, 
r, five; in October n ne: in November, 
The whole number of deaths 


30 were males and 23 females. 


in J 
; In Septembe ) 
*n: andin December, ten. t 
1859, was 53; of which, 
» present year, 1860, the number of fatal cases has 
ly increased, and the prevalence of the disease, 
1 at the various Dispensaries, has largely augment- 
im the Ist to 28th January, 1860, fourteen deaths 
for the week ending February 4th, ten 


. week t nd 


‘ported : 


eek ending 25th, fourteen deaths: 


} fir 


‘teen Geaths; 


for week ending 17th, 
! f the cases above alluded to, some 
m diphtheria were returned to the City Inspector, 

it were reported under the head of Croup. The number 
eases included in the category, it is not possible to deter- 
mine; but it may be fairly inferred, that they were not 
During the latter part of 1858, and the early 
part of 1859, a remarkable tendency to affections of the 
mucous membrane, especially of the throat, was observed, 
and this became se general as to constitute an important 
element in the medical man’s daily practice. Nor was this 
confined to any particular part of the city, or class of per- 
sons, but seemed to pervade alike the habitations of the 
cpulent, and the confined, ill-ventilated apartments of the 
poor. As yet, however, no diphtheria had been observed, 
and it was not until about the month of March, that medi- 
cal practitioners here and there, especially among the poor, 
observed a thin pellicular covering over the tonsils, inter- 
spersed here and there with white star-like specks, which 
gradually expanded in size, and in severe cases came to 
cover the whole of the tonsils and extend over the other 
soft parts of the throat into the larynx on the one side 
and the nares on the other. This film-like substance could 
be easily removed with the sponge in its earlier stages, but 
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ame dense and closely adherent as the disease pro 
to laryngeal affections was 

The progress of the disease 
rsant, leaves room for the most 
future the United States, 
medical men the most careful study 
mad treatment. Most pract:- 

have any experience in the treatment of the 

>in the opinion that it is one with which they 

i and that it now appears among them 

ime. 1@ Writer has conversed with a num 

nt practitioners in New York and elsewhere, 

n engaged in the active duties of their profes- 

‘or a period varying from a quarter to half a century, 

and with here and there an exception, they have declared 

he disease unknown to them. The inference is fair, that 

f these gentlemen, whose position in the medical world is 

undoubted, have not met with the disease, it could not 
have prevailed in this country during the last fifty years. 

The experience in France, England, and the United States, 
goes to show that the disease, like most epidemics, is largely 
dependent upon a depraved condition of the atmosphere 
“ Zymotie disease,” says Dr. Hart,“ is mostly bred by poverty 
out of uncleanliness ; and diphtheria follows a general law of 
what may be called the pathogenesis of zgymotic poisons. In 
this respect it takes up its abode by preference in the 
hovels of the poor, where the stagnant and pent up air 
reeks animal effluvia—where human beings and 

| * together; above all—and this is 
the centre to which all sanitary precautions should tend— 
here the poisonous cess-pool and the unflushed privy 
r with subtle effluvia that seize their victims by 
throat, and bring death with foul touch.” These re- 
are forcibly sustained by the prevalence of the 
disease at the present time in New York. Dr. Jacobi 
informed the Academy of Medicine, at its meeting on 
January 18th, that 122 cases had been reported on the 
books of the Canal Street Dispensary as occurring within the 
year, while many members of the Academy engaged in a 
fashionable practice had not met with a single case. It is 
not, however, confined alone to this class of patients, but 
oceasionally shows itself under circumstances apparently 
least favorable for its development, and among these was 
the child of the secretary of the Academy, who unfor- 
tunately became a victim to this malady. It is but just to 
remark that at the other Dispensaries the disease had not 
presented itself in the same numbers, as in that under the 
charge of Dr. Jacobi; and in some, but very few cases were 
observed, amid a large amount of other diseases. This might 
be accounted for either, by supposing that it had become 
localized as it progressed, or that cases were reported as 
diphtheria at one dispensary which were not considered so 
at another. 

The case of the 75th Regiment of Infantry of France, 
furnishes a remarkable example of the local effect of the 
This regiment, which had been located in three 
separate garrisons at Bordeaux, Angouléme, and Rochefort, 
was ordered to rendezvous at Avignon. The three batta- 
lions were engaged in a fatiguing march during the months of 
April, May, and June, and reached Avignon in July, where 
they were placed in a part of the ancient Palace of the 
Popes. From the 14th of August to the 31st of October, 
1853, the regiment was nearly disabled by an attack of 
diphtheria. The effective force of the regiment consisted of 
1,686, men, of whom 200 were attacked as follows: of 
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During this attack a battery of artillery stationed at 
Avignon entirely escaped, and with the exception of a few 
isolated cases among the inhabitants of the town, the disease 
was exclusively confined to the 79th regiment 
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In considering the causes of diphtheria, the writer touches 
the question of contagion, and concludes that the appear 
ance of the disease at various and remote parts of the 
American continent about the same period of time, and 
the absolute impossibility of communication between the 

of the disease in the various places where it 
has manifested, itself, clearly establish the fact that its in 
troduction into every locality where it has appeared is not 
due to contagion, The author is inclined to the belief, that 
under certain favorable conditions, after being introduced, 
it is susceptible of transmission by contagion. In the 
report of the French Academy of Medicine on the Epide- 
mies of 1858, read by Trousseau, and just issued, it is stated ; 
* Tt appears to us incontestable that the epidemic of 1858 
ferelies numerous examples, where the contact of healthy 
individuals with those il of diphtheria was one of the causes 
of the development of the malady.” The case of the 
lamented Dr, Frick, of Ballimore, as given by his friend 
and biographer Dr, Donaldson ( Gross’ Med Biography) is in 
noint:—On Tuesday, 20th March, 1860, he performed at the 


first cases 


lnfirmary, the operation of tracheotomy upon a negro 
woman, who was sinking from epidemic diphtheria, From 
early childhood he had shown a peculiar susceptibility to 
idiopathic poisons, He never attended a case of scarlet 
fever, that he did not suffer with his throat. So in this 
iustance, in aliempting to save the life of this poor creature, 
he apparently , at least, inhaled the poison, and the next day 
complained of soreness about his throat. That night he had 
a severe chill, The next morning the membranous diph- 
theria was manifest. 


intense agony. Tracheotony furnished some relief, but he 


died on Monday. 
Dr. Wynne then entered at length into the symptomato- 


logy of the disease, its diagnosis, pathology, complications, 
and prognosis; and concluded with a consideration of the 
various methods of treatment. The practitioner has three 
important indications to fulfil in the treatment of diphtheria, 
Ist. To arrest the spread of the pseudo-membrane ; 2d. 
To alter the character of morbid action, upon which the 
formation of this membrane depends; and 3d., To sustain 
the patient until these shall have been accomplished. These 
necessarily involve both a local and general treatment. 


The local treatment consists chiefly in the application of 


caustic and astringent substances, in one form or another, 
to the affected part. Of those the most usual are nitrate 
of silver, either solid or in solution; powdered aluminia, 
4 hloride of lime, chlor ide of soda, sesquichloride of iron, and 
hydrochloric acid. 


M. Bretonneau, almost invariably employs the last of 


these remedies as a local application in his own practice 
with the most marked success. The hydrochloric acid may 
be employed very nearly of the strength of the dilute acid 
of the shops, or considerably reduced in strength, depen- 
dent upon the severity or mildness of the attack. The best 
method of applying it is to moisten a small sponge attached 
to a probang or a camel's hair pencil with the fluid, and 
while depressing the tongue with the left hand, to carry 
the brush forward with the right until the fauces are 
reached ; when these parts of the tonsils, uvula, or palate, 
on which the membranous deposit appears, may be mois- 
tened with the fluid and the instrument withdrawn. The 
hydrochloric acid should be applied not only to the mem- 
branous surface but to the parts immediately surrounding 
it, by which means the spread of the membrane is often 
arrested. The application should be renewed several times 
a day; care, however, must be taken not to apply it of too 
great strength, or too often at the onset of the disease, espe- 
cially if the symptoms are not of an aggravated character ; 
otherwise the local disease may be enhanced by the unne- 
cessary injury inflicted upon the surrounding parts. The 
symptoms often appear momentarily aggravated by the 
local application, wliich is not unfrequently followed by an 
attempt to dislodge the membrane by vomiting. Should 
this latter result follow, the tonsils and palate will appear 
as if shrunken in substance, and spotted here and there 


Friday and Saturday were days of 
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with a few drops of blood upon the surface formerly occu 
pied by the membrane, 

When this does occur, the application may be renewed 
threetly upon the surface of the gland, in order to arrest 
the almost invariable disposition of the membrane to renew 
itself upon the abraded part. As the disease progresses, and 
the membrane extends towards or into the pharynx, the 
dificulty im making local applications becomes greatly 
enhanced, but the practitioner should not hesitate for fear of 
inflicting temporary pain from thoroughly exploring and 
covering the parts affected with the solution of hydrochloric 
acid. For the purpose of effecting this, it is often neces 
sary to place the head upon the knee of an assistant, and 
with a spatula to depress the tongue and the lower jaw 
firmly at the same time, by which means a view of the 
whole fauces may be obtained, and an opportunity afforded 
of making a thoreugh application of the local remedy 

Nitrate of silver has been warmly recommended by 
Trousseau, Guersant, and Valleix, in France, and was the 
application almost universally resorted to in England at 
the commencement of the epidemic in that country, The 
usual mode of using nitrate of silver in England was in 
solution. Dr. Kingsland advised a solution of 16 grains in 
an ounce of distilled water, and Dr, Hart 30 grains to an 
ounce of distilled water as of more avail than a milder one. 
The mode of its use resembles that of the hydrochloric acid. 
When the local application of nitrate of silver is made in a 
solid form, care should be taken that it does not slip from 
the holder or break, as in such an event it might fall into 
the stomach. Such an accident actually happened to M. 
Guersant; fortunately, however, the stomach rejected it: but 
this might not always occur, and few medical men would 
be willing to take so hazardous a risk. Dr. Hauner, of 
Austria, considers nitrate of silver as the very best local 
application to the diseased surlace, and advises its use in a 
solution of from a scruple to half a drachm, to an ounce of 
water, Subsequent experience did not confirm the good 
opinion entertained for nitrate of silver among the English 
practiboners, and many W ho were at first loud in its praises 
came to disuse it altogether. A substitute for this was 
found in the sesquichloride of iron, which is recommended 
by Dr. Rankin as being very efficacious in its effect upon 
the false membrane. He advises to use in the form of a 
gargle of the strength of two drachms to eight ounces of 
water, to be applied to the throat by means of a brush. 

In the United States, opinion appears to be divided as to 
the best local application. Dr. Blake. of Sacramento, has 
found the greatest benefit resulting from an application of 
strong hydrochloric acid ; a view in which he is sustained by 
Dr. Bynum and Dr.Thomas, both of whom have had much 
experience in the treatment of the disease. Prof. Come- 
gys, of Cincinnati, is in the habit of applying nitrate of sil- 
ver either in substance or strong solution in water, Some- 
times when the ulcerations are deep, he touches them with 
strong nitric acid by means of a brush. In some cases he 
has employed with considerable benefit inhalations of tan- 
nic acid dissolved in sulphurie ether, applied by means of 
a cloth wetted with it to the mouth. The formula is 

R Tannie Acid f 3ij. 
Sulph. Ether f. %j. M. 

Dr. Jacobi, of New York, who, as physician to the Canal 
Street Dispensary, which treats a large number of German 
children, has had a very large experience, is not disposed 
to place much reliance on local applications, and confines 
them to an injection of solution of chlorate of potash or 
chlorate of soda, when the running from the nose is exces- 
sive, or offensive. 

Alum, chloride of lime, and calomel, are sometimes recom- 
mended. When their use is deemed advisable, they may 
be applied by dipping a brush or the finger in the dry pow- 
der, and carrying it directly to the affected part. 

When there is a considerable accumulation in the nares, 
and behind the velum, the debris and foul secretions may 
be removed, and much temporary relief obtained, by an 
injection in infusion of camomile with a few drops of crea- 
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wards, directly into the larynx, to the point intended to be 
d by Ue injection. should be 
the injection be not of too great strength at 
correcting the ftxetor of the secretions, the 
proportion of one drachm to six ounces of water, 
used with benefit.- Dr. Ranking suggests, 
he supposiuien of the presence of some vegetable para- 
the use of sulphurous acid and hyposulphite of soda, 
form of a saturated solution. The powder of the 
destroying the fungoid growth of 
jidum which infests the vine, I have 
mysell experienced, and I strongly recommend it, provided 
the vegetable origin of diphtheria be conlirmed by further 
observations. 
Much relief is often afforded by 
after the second or third day of 
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much 
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inhalation, especially 
the attack. An excellent 
means of fumigation is to pour boiling water upon catnip, 
le leaves of any s milar plant, with the addition ol a 
» vinegar, and to allow the patient to inhale the fumes, 
by inclosing the head under a blanket, or by apply- 
‘mouth to a tube connected with a close vessel con- 
f the materials from which the vapor is generated. 
effect of fumigation is extremely gratetul to 
the patient. Dr. Buck advises the addition of 
Labarraque’s solution of the chloride of soda, in successive 
portions of a teaspoonful each, to the liquid used for fumi- 
ration. Mr. C. k. Holston recommends the inhalation of 
boiling water to which has been added a 
‘d lime. 
Tveatment.—The general treatment must be 
regulated by the type of the disease, Shortly alter the 
appearance of M. Breionneau’s treatise, a great variety of 
treatment was recommended by different practitioners, all, 
however, with a view to arrest inflammatory action: 
leeches to the neck, counter-irritation especially by means 
of blisters, active mereurialization, and purgative medicines 
‘d the basis of most of the plans advised; calomel 
especially obtained great celebrity, and was at one time 
considered as the most eflective remedy in 
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arresting the 
It was first prescribed by Dr. 

who was residing at Tours, at the appearance of 
the disease, and was so efficient in his hands in minute 
doses, as speedily to find favor with the French practition- 
But whatever may have been the success attendant 
upon its administration at that time, it is, now found to 
require great caution in its administration. Blisters are 
contra-indicated ; and so far trom furnishing relief, the *y tend 
the danger, by assuming an unhe lthy, and fre- 
quently sloughy appearance. The bites of leeches often 
give rise to passive bleeding, extremely difficult to arrest, 
which greatly reduces the already exhausted energies of 


progress of the disease. 
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the patient. Everything, in fact, which tends to lower the 
powers of life, or induce prostration, should be sedulously 
avoided, in the type of disease which at present prevails, 
and certainly diflers from that for which Bretonneau, Co- 
nolly, and other medical men in France, at that period, 
were called upon to prescribe. 

The type of the disease, as it now prevails, exhibits a 
tendency to extreme prostration from the very beginning, 
and requires a tonic treatment to sustain the patient. The 
most effectual method of acc ‘omplishing this is by means of 
quinine, the various preparations of iron and steel, stimu- 
lants in the form of brandy, milk punch, and wine whey, and 
a generous diet consisting of beef tea, Liebig's extract of 
meat, and a strong decoction of coffee. Sulph. quinine 
may be administered in grain doses conjoined to two grains 
of the sulph. of iron, repeated as often as the symptoms 
appear to require, usually every three hours. It 1s well to 
alternate this remedy with doses of chlorate of potassa, 
which appears to exercise a beneficial influence upon the 
disease of the mouth and throat. Chlorate of potassa may 
be given in doses of from five to ten grains in distilled 
water, or a bitter infusion. Prof. Barker, of New York, 
advises the chlorate of potassa in doses from 3 ss, to 3). 
The chlorate of soda has been recommended with the same 
intention, but does not appear to be equally efficacious with 
the chlorate of potassa. 

The tineture of the sesquichloride of iron has met w ith 
much favor among the English practitioners as a tonic. 
Dr. Ranking gives it the preference to other tonics, although 
he frankly admits that it matters but little which of this 
class of medicines is used, provided the strength of the 
patient be sustained. “ Personally,” he remarks, “I give 
the preference to the tincture of the sesquichloride of iron, 
not only from the inference drawn from the analogy of its 
eee le usefulness in the more astheniec forms of 
erysipelas, but also from the positive evidence of its benefit 
derived from the experience of several gentlemen in the 
country, amongst whom I may mention Mr. Dix, of Small- 
burg, Mr. Prentice, of North Walsham, and Mr, Cowles, 
of Stalham, each of which has had unusual opportunities 
of testing its advantages.” The tincture of sesquichloride 
of iron may be administered in doses of from eight to six- 
teen drops in a little water. 

Whatever may be the success or ultimate failure of this 
remedy, its first introduction into the treatment of this 
disease is undoubtedly due to Professor Thomas P. Heslop, 
of Queens College, Birmingham, who, after repeated trials 
in his own practice, brought it to the attention of his clinical 
class at Queens Hospital and the Medico-Chirurgical Society 
of Queens College. His own success “appears truly astonish- 
ing. “I have given in this disease,” he says, “to an adult 
twenty-five minims of the London tincture of the sesqui- 
chloride of iron every two, three, or four hours, and have 
conjoined a few drops of dilute hydrochloric acid. I have 
also applied daily, sometimes twice a day, by means of 
sponges, a solution of hydrochlorie acid, but little weaker 
than the dilute acid of the London Pharmacopeeia, and 
have always enjoined the regular use of weak gargles of the 

same acid. This, with the constant administration of stimu- 
lants, beef-tea, milk, and jellies, has constituted my treat- 
ment, and I repeat here, what I have already stated in 
other quarters, that since I have become aware of the value 
of this medication, nearly ten months, I have not lost one 
case.” An excellent formula for administering a combina- 
tion of chlorate of potassa and the sesquichloride of iron, 
is: chlorate of potassa, from eight to twenty grains; tine- 
ture sesquichloride of iron, ten to twenty-five drops; rose 
water or orange syrup, one drachm; water, four ounces, 
Where there is difficulty in administering medicine, the 
bulk may be reduced by omitting the water altogether, and 
increasing at pleasure the amount of syrup. The success 
which has attended the use ot this remedy in England, 
warrants a careful trial of its merits at the hands of prac- 
titioners in the United States. 

Where the disturbance of the secretions appears to indi- 
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cate the use of mercurial preparations, and they are not 
positively contraindicated by the depressed state of the 
patient, calomel may be administered in doses of one-tenth 
of a grain, mixed with sugar and placed dry upon the 
tongue. Dr. Bigelow has found this remedy valuable in 
the disease as it prevails at Paris, and Mr. Thompson was 
equally successful with it at Launceston, England. Dr. 
Anderson, of New York, and Dr. Briggs, of Richmond, 
have employed calomel with marked benefit. It is a ques- 
tion when calomel and chlorate of potassa are administered 
conjointly, whether the effects of the potassa do not entirely 
annul those of the calomel. Dr. Bigelow, as the result of 
some very recent observations, says, that although it may 
retard or prevent the specific effects on the salivary glands, 
it does not in any way modify its action upon the secre- 
tions. It may be well, however, when the effect of the 
calomel is important, to intermit the use of chlorate of 
potassa for twenty-four hours, or to alternate the use of 
these medicines at wide intervals between the administra- 
tion of the two. . 

Emetics are serviceable when portions of the detache: 
membrane are lodged in the throat without being expelled 
or when the disease is making rapid progress, and threatens 
to invade the larynx. The action of the emetic in this 
instance is frequently to detach the pellicle and dislodge the 
pseudo-membrane. At the same time that the membrane 
is thus ejected, the throat is relieved of the foul secretions 
which might otherwise: be received into the stomach, to 
the great detriment of the patient. 

But whatever treatment may be adopted, the fact should 
never be lost sight of that the system is laboring under the 
influence of a powerful and most depressing poison, and it 
inatters but little so far as the constitutional treatment is 
concerned whether this poison be at first local, and after- 
wards disseminated through the system, or is from the 
beginning of a general character, and incidentally deve- 
loped in the mucous membranes of the air passages. In the 
performance of her functions in the elimination of this 
poison, nature requires *o be sustained, not only by the free 
use of the tonics already indicated, but by a liberal allow- 
ance of the most concentrated and nutritious articles of 
diet, in which beef-tea, milk, eggs, brandy, wine, and 
coffee, stand prominent. When there is difficulty in swal- 
lowing, not only these articles of diet, but quinine, may be 
introduced by means of injection, a resort to which should 
not be deferred until it is impossible to administer medi- 
cines by the mouth, but whenever the difficulty of swallow- 
ing becomes at all a prominent feature in the complaint. 
Injections should not be administered in greater quantities 
than two ounces at atime, and should be often repeated, 
otherwise they will give rise to a local irritation in the 
rectum, which will prevent their retention. 

After the violence of the disease has been checked, a 
continuance of the tonic treatment should be persevered in 
for some time, not only to prevent the sequel, liable to 
follow, but a recurrence of the attack, which often reap- 
pears after an interval of several weeks, especially where 
the patient is exposed to those depressing influences which 
are too frequently attendant upon poverty and uncleanli- 
ness. 


Correspondence. 


A COMMISSION OF LUNACY. 


[To the Editor of the American Mepicat Times.) 


Sir :—In a recent number of your valuable publication you 
ask, “What shall be done with the Insane?” This is a 
question deeply affecting to the heart of humane and 
benevolent citizens, and it is a subject for most serious 
inquiry, That the question may be answered understand- | 
ingly, let us consider the amount of insanity in the single | 
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State of New York, according to such sources of informa- 
tion as we have at command, 

According to the State Census of 1855, there were in 
the State, that is in private families and im asylums esta- 
blished for their care, by the State, the number of 2,742; in 
the New York City Alms House, 597; King’s County 
Asylum, 205; in the Poor Houses in the several counties 
of the State, according to the Report of the Senate Com- 
mittee in 1856, 837; at Ward's Island, 74. 

Total number of Insane in the State, 
Census of 1855, 4,455. 

Of this number, suitable provisions exist at the State 
Asylum at Utica, for 472; at the Bloomingdale Asylum, 
for 152; at Ward's Island, 74; at the Seaman's Retreat 
(Insane Department), 9. 

Total number suitably provided for by the State, 707. 

These figures show that 3,748 insane persons are left 
with no other provision for their well-being than the 
county poorhouses, or private care. All who have any 
knowledge of the condition of the insane in our county 
poorhouses, must be deeply impressed with the necessity 
of better provision for their welfare. Let one read the 
Report of the Select Committee of our State Senate, made 
to the Legislature in January, 1857 (Senate Document, 
No. 9), and he cannot but feel that common humanity, as 
well us every consideration of right and decency, should 
impel us to do something effectual for the 
this unfortunate class of our fellow beings. As the State 
has declined to increase its expenses for the cure and sup- 
port of this class, the question at once arises what shall or 
what can be done for their relief? There are several 
methods that suggest themselves, but first of all I think 
our State Legislature should appoint a Commission of 
Lunacy, with power to first ascertain the actual number of 
insane persons in the State; both those provided for and 
all others of every character and condition ; and, secondly, 
to carry out those general purposes of supervision and 
counsel that have been so clearly stated in your editorial 
remarks on the Duty of the State to the Insane. 

large as are the numbers stated in the figures of the 
Census of 1855, as given above, there is no doubt that the 
actual number of insane persons in this State very far 
exceeds those figures. When a special Census has shown 
us the actual number and location of the insane among us, 
then we shall be able to devise suitable means for their 
welfare. The practical suggestions that the Mepica, Times 
has already made concerning this important subject are 
awakening attention in this section of the State; and, for 
one, I hope you will not relax your good work in behalf of 
the insane. Your efforts will be heartily seconded by 
our profession. 

Very truly yours, 


according 


to 


better care of 


G. W. Braprorp, M.D. 
Homer, Cortianp Co, N. Y., January 2, 1861. 


Medical Nels. 


PERSONAL, 


Dr. W. W. Baxtey, of Baltimore, at one time connected 
with the Medical College of Ohio, is about to remove to 
San Francisco, Cal. Dr. E. 8. Cooprr, San Francisco, 
reports the successful removal of an ovarian tumor, weigh- 
ing eighteen pounds. Dr. W. H. Mussey, reported to 
the Academy of Medicine, Cincinnati, a case of death in 
connexion with the administration of sulphuric ether. 

Dr. Hatt, editor of the British Am. Journal, doubts the 
existence of diphtheria in any part of Canada, as yet. Dr. 
W. Marspen relates (Brit. Med. Jour.) the case of a gen- 
tleman, residing in Quebec, who was induced to apply for 
treatment of a cancerous disease of the rectum, at the 
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‘Magnetic and Healing Institute, No. 36 1 
York.” The patient died in due 
structures were carefully removed at the 
wutopsy, and in the bottle forwarded with the body to the 
friends, and which purported to contain the specimen, other 
material was substituted si R L. Rontre ov, ot Troy, 
N. ¥ in acase of diphtheria, the 
patient 
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Vermont Mepicat DepartMent.—The next 
s school will commence on the last Thursday 
f February, and sixteen weeks. Davin 8. Co- 
sant, M.D., of Prof. of Surgery, has recently 


returned trom Europe with a rare collection, illustrating his 
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Tue people of London consume annually 371,000 oxen, 
30,000 calves, 1,500,000 sheep, and 30.000 swine. 


A prospectus has been issued of the London 
Turkish Bath Company, with a capital of 
£5 each. 

The tribunal of Provins, France, has condemned a som- 
for having illegally practised medicine, to a fine 
of fourteen times ten francs, for having fourteen times in- 
rights of medicine; to pay the expenses 
and to pay two hundred 
doctors of the 


sy which had acted as prosecutors, 


and Pro- 
£100,000 


vincial 


in shares of 
nambulis 


fringed upon the 


of the francs damages to 


arrondissement of 


process ; 
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Tue Berxsuire Mepicat Journat.—We have received 
the first number of this new medical journal. It is well 
printed, on good paper, and makes as favorable an app@ar- 
Thirty-eight of the forty-eight 
pages of this number are occupied with an interesting paper 
on Diphtheria, by Pror. Tnayer, one of its editors. It is 
issued at Pittsfield, Mass., monthly, at $2.00 per an- 
num, and is edited by Wa. Henry Tuayer, M.D., of Keene, 
N. HL., and R. Cresson Strives, M.D.. of Pittsfield, professors 
in the Berkshire Medical College. We trust the work will 
be sustained both in its pecuniary and literary interests. 


as our best monthilies, 
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Tne comparative anatomy of the Goril!a was pleasingly 
illustrated and popularly demonstrated before a large audi- 
of ladies and gentlemen at the Geographical Soci: ty’s, 
meeting, on Thursday evening last, by Mons. R. B. ‘Du 
Cuatuie, the renowned Gorilla hunter and Afriean traveller 
In a humorous, yet truly scientific way, he introduced and 
demonstrated to his auditors, the complete skeleton of an 
adult Gorilla, apparently to their entire satisfaction; that 
the human race is not descended from the race of Troglo- 
dites, nor the Gorilla from man. This intrepid traveller was 
not less successful in braving the malaria than the fierce 
beasts of equatorial Africa. He states that in the course 
of three years he took for prophylactic and remedial pur- 
poses, nearly fifteen ounces of quinia. 


ence 


Dieutuerta in Connecticut.—The first 
diphtheria in Connecticut was in the town of Orange, in 
the spring of 1859. This town lies on the Sound, south- 
west of New Haven, “in an elevated situation, a remark- 
ably healthy place, with only a sparse population.” The 
disease appeared in March, and for a while was confined 
entirely to the scholars attending a select school in the vil- 
lage, but who were boarding in different parts of the neigh- 
borhood. Fourteen cases out of fifteen of those first at- 
tacked, proved fatal, in periods varying from six to twenty- 
four days. Twelve of these cases were in three families, 
four in each.—Pror. Tuaayer, Berkshire Med. Jour. 
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Tue Russian medical journals have lately published several 
cases, illustrative of the good results of the external em- 
ployment of tincture of iodine in acute superficial phlebitis, 

ee 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

I. L.—Please aece yt our thanks for the Meteorological Records from Towa, 
We shall be glad to receive such carefully kept records from the various 
sections of our country, but prefer that they should be in the form of 
monthly averages or condensed summaries, and that thev be accom- 
panied with corresponding records of prevailing diseases. The manifest 


importance of such records leads us to solicit these favors from our cor- 
respondents in the several States. 


COMMUNICATIONS have been received from :— 


Arkansas—Dr. J.8. Rasn. 
A. S. Witiiams, W. 


Connecticut—Drs. Gro. Crary, §. E. 
livpr, Jr. S. W. Skinner, J. W. Bours, N. 
Sanpwin, Jilinois—Drs D. Mc Dini, P. MeLares, M. CHASE, Ww. 
M. MeDowe nt, W. Hent, H. W. Jones. er metas J. F. Hin- 
perp, Jowa—Drs. E. Kirexur, L. H. Cany, 8. 8. Purcers, N. Le 
Bene, H. T. Baroy, J. Moore. Loulstana—Prof. Avastin Frit, 
Maine—Dr. Moses Sweat. Maryland—Drs A. & R.L. Annan, J. T, 
stares. Massachusetts—Drs,. A, W. Tnompson, 8. P. Martin, J Green, 
N. Ginman, 8. McLean, W. W. Wentinetox, N. Barstow Michigan, 
Drs. Z Rirenkr, Z FE. Bruiss, L. Davexronr. Missouri—Dr. W. F. 
Yarrs. Mississippi—Dr. KR. D. Wasmivton. New Hompshire—Drs, J. 
B. Greevey, B. FL Skinner, J. Emorson, C. H. Sanpoun, FL P. Firveon, 
H. P. Burnnam. New Jersey—Dr. A. Linx, New York—Drs. HH. R. 
Bettows, W. Kiimer, O. W. Beckwrrn, L. E. Jones, H. Fountars, L. 
Brices, A. W. Tnomson, A. Joiis, J. BoarpMan, 0. 8. CopeELanp, J. 8. 
Minter, A. R. Grecor. J. F. Scorr, A. E. Meroaure, H. Laturor, A. 
tjorrer, M. Skinner, D. Hattock, H. B. Suerwan, J. E. Loser, 8. 8. 
Strrone, G. A. Dayton, W. C. Staytox, D.C. Spencer. Ohio—Drs. R, 
Ss. MeCormic, B.S. Cuase, A. Fotvert, W. F. Dean, J. Davis. Penn- 
sy/vania—Drs, O.msrrap and Reap, L. Tuxnspuiti. 8. WH. ALiex, J. 
McConavucny. Rhode Island—Dr. 8. Mowry. Vermont—Drs. W. 
MeCotiom, A. F. Buroicx, E. 8. Brancnarp. G. W. Banton— Vir- 
ginia—Drs, W. H. Bramarert, A. E. Morrison, 
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METEOROLOGY AND NECROLOGY OF THE WEEK IN 


AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK, 

From the 31st day of December, 1860, to the 7th day of January, 1861, 

Deatha.—Men, 79; women, 75; boys, 119: girls, 194—total, 377. Adults, 
154; children, 223; males, 195; females, 179; colored, 1. Infants under 
two vears of age, 139. Among the causes of death we notice :—Infantile 
convulsions, 40; croup, 12; diphtheria, 13; scarlet fever, 50; typhus and 
typhoid fevers, 5; consumption, 55; small-pox, 10; dropsy of head, 15 
infantile marasmus, 15; inflammation of brain, 2; of lungs, 24; bronchitis, 
8: congestion of brain. 14; of lungs, 7; erysipelas, 6; hooping cough, 6; 
measles, 7; albuminuria, 5. 


THE CITY 


' Difference of | 
Dee. Barometer. Temperature. dry and wet! 
1860 bulb. Thrm. | 


to 
Jan. Mean 


of cloud. 


Daily 
range. 


Mean amount 


1861, height. 


Ee. je 0to10 Ix, 


Ist 8021 OT y 


2d 30.07 | .B4 
Bd 29.57 J1 


80th 
S1st 


4th 29.58 = 
5th , 8018 


Remarks.—3 th, rain p.m.; 31st, snow early a.m., clear p.m.; 2d, cloudy 
M.; 3d, rain a.m.; 4th, overeast and light snow a.m., clear in the middle 
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of the day and late at night. Wind mostly light during the week, 
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MEDICAL DIARY OF THE WEEK. 


New York Hosprrar, Dr. Peters, balf-past 1 p.m, 
Betievvue Hosritar, Dr. Thomas, half-past 1 p.m. 

Eve Inrinmary, Diseases of Eye, 12 m. 

New York Hosprrat, Dr. Halsted, half-past 1 p.m. 

Eve Ixrirmary, Diseases of Kar, 12 m. 

OputnaLmie Hospitat, Drs. Stephenson & Garrish, 1 p.m. 
Bevctevee Hosrrrar, Dr. Loomis, balf-past 1 p.m. 

| Eve Infirmary, Operations, 12 ™ 


Monday, 
Jan. 14, 


Tuesday, 
Jan. 15. 


New York Hospitat, Dr. Smith, half-past 1 rom. 
Bevievue Hosprrar, Dr. Sayre, half-past 1 po. 

{ N. Y. Acapremy or Mepicing, half-past 7 p.m. 

( ee Hospitrat, Drs. Stephenson & Garrish, 1 p.m. 

< New York Hosprtat, Dr. Peters. half-past 1 p.m, 

( BELLEV ve Hosritat, Dr. Eliiet, half-past 1 p.m, 

x New York Hosrrrat, Dr. Halsted, balf-past 1 p.a. 

f 

| 


Wednesday, 
Jan, 16, 


Thursday, 
Jan. 


Bevtevvue Hosrirar, Dr. Church half-past 1 p.w. 

Eye Inrirmary, Diseases of Eye, 12 m. 

BeLitevee Hosp., Dr. Wood, half-past 1PM. 

OrutTHatmic HosrrraL, Drs. Stephenson & Garrish, 1 P.at. 
New York Hosritat, Dr. Smith, half-past 1 p.m. 
Emicrants’ Hosp., Warv's Istanp, Dr. Carnochan, 8 P um. 
Lye lxvinwany, Diseases of Ear, 12 m. 


Saturday, 


Jan. 19. 





| Queru’s Cod Liver Oil Jelly. 


Approved by the N. Y. Academy of Medicine, and containing truly 85 
er cent, of oil as demonstrated to the Academy, Section of Materia-Medica, 
{ operating before them the 17th of Sept., 1859. 

“This Jelly is acknowledged to be twice as efficacions as the crude oil, 
because being made a solid it is retained in the stomach however disor- 
dered it may be; when, on the contrary, if the stomach is not in a proper 
condition (as in most of the cases where the oil is indicated), the liquid oil 
will pass off undigested, and consequently inoperative. 

The Jelly is prepared either from the white American or the light brown 
Norwegian Cod Liver Oil. 


QUERU'S JELLIFIED CASTOR OIL. 
E. QUERU, Practical Chemist, 135 Fourth Avenue, New York. 
Penfold, Parker & Mower, 15 Beekman Street, Wholesale Agents. 


(jtto & Reynders, Manufacturers and 
Importers of SURGICAL, ORTHOPEDICAL, and DENTAL IN- 
STRU MENTS, TRUSSES, ete., 58 CHATHAM STREET, New York. 

Abdominal Supporters, Shoulder Braces, Stockings fur Varicose Veins, 
Electric Machines, Ear Trumpets, Fracture Splints, Crutches, Syringes, 
Enemas, Fine Cutlery, ete. 

O. & R. are prepared to furnish the apparatus introduced by Dr. Davis, 
for the TREATMENT OF HIP DISEASE, as directed for his own 
patients. This mode of treatment originated with Dr, Davis, and, as we 
have made his apparatus for several years, we have every facility for 
making the same, 
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D. W. KOLBE, 
‘urgical Instrument Maker, 32 South 


kJ NINTH STREET, two doors above Chestnut, Pariaperpata. 

Previous to his commencing business in this city, he was engaged, for a 
considerable time, in the most celebrated workshops of Paris, Belgium, 
and Germany, and does not hesitate to say, that there is no instrument, 
however complicated or minute it may be, whose construction he is unac- 
quainted with, or which he could not manufacture. 

Deeply impressed with the responsibility attached to the maker of Instru- 
ments emploved by the Surgeons, he will farnish no Instrument without a 
conscientious certainty of its being as perfect as it is possible to make it, 

As he has during the last five years been present at the operations per- 
formed at the Surgical Clinics of the Colleges and Hospitals of Philadelphia, 
he trusts that he understands fully the wants of the Profession in this 
important department, He asks attention to his Artificial Legs, Arms, and 
Club-foot Apparatus. 

Rererences —George W. Norris, M.D., and FE, Hartshorne, M.D.. Sur- 
geons to the Pennsylvania Hospital. Henry H. Smith, M.D., Prof. of | 
Surgery, University of Pennsylvania. H. L. Hodge, M.D., Prof. of Obste- 
trics, University of Pennsylvania. Samnel D. Gross, M D., Prof. of Sur- 
gery, Jefferson Medical College. Joseph Pancoast, M.D., Prof. of Anatomy, 
Jefferson Medical College. &. Little, M.D., and A. Hewson, M.D., Surgeons 
Will's Hospital. D. Hayes Agnew, M.D., and R. J, Lewis, M.D., Surgeons 
to Philadelphia Hospital. Isaac Hays, M.D.; P. B. Goddard, M.D. 


J. GRUNOW, 
()ptician, having established him- 


self as a maker of Microscopes and Microscopical Apparatus, 
at No. 45 East 15th Street, New York, will be happy to supply his 
friends and former customers, and the public in gener:|, with Microscopes 
of a superior quality. As to the character of his objectives he is permit- 
ted to refer to the following gentlemen, who have used them: Professors 
A. Clark, C. R. Gilman, W. Parker, J.C. Dalton. Dra. IL B. Sands, and Wm. 
If. Draper, New York; J. Sullivart, Esq., Colambus, O.; D. C. Jaeokes, 
Esq., Detroit, Mich. ; Prof. A Winchell, Ann Arbor, Mich. &c. J. Grunow 
invites the particular attention of Medical Students and young practition- 
ers to his Student's Microscope, which is afforded at a moderate price, and 
will compare favorably with English instruments of a higher cost. 


\ pxrENT LEGE& ARI 


CLINTON FALL, =~ 


Are unrivalled in 
adaptation, utili- 
ty, lightness, du- 
rability, —_elasti- 
city, and beauty 
of execution, and 
are guaranteed, 
j ; <— Also, a newly in- 

ae eran Dt rT Vwi wat Tr “= vented and in- 
=— ASTOR PLACE. NEW YORK — valuable — appli- 
ance for limbs shortened by hip disease, and other causes, which remedies 
the defect both in appearance and function—and every appliance requisite 
for deformed and diseased limbs. 


Apply to 
DR. E. D. HUDSON, 
LATE PALMER & CO. 


Jan. 12, 1861. 


[)elluc & Co., French Pharmaceutical 
CHEMISTS, 6385 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 

New Remedies prepared to order, or any Foreign Medicinal or Chemical 
preparations imported, Constantly on hand Squibb’s Preparations; French 
Chemicals. Agents for Vichy Mineral Waters, Garnier’s Paris Sugar-Coated 
Pills, ete., ete. 

Prescriptions of all Pharmacopecias are put up by reliable and experienced 
Apothecaries. 

N.B.—Pure chemicals of Lamoureux et Geudrot, of Paris, for sale at the 
lowest wholesale prices, 

DELLUC & CO., 
635 Broadway. 


H. HERNSTEIN, 
\ anufacturer of Surgical and Dental 


INSTRU MENTS, No. 893 Broadway, between White and Walker 
streets, New York. 


) 


nisters 


MEDICINE CHESTS for Families, Ships, and Plantations. 


ercurial Vapor Baths. Cohen, 


Cupper, &e., respectfully informs Medical Gentlemen that he admi- 


MERCURIAL VAPOR BATHS 

for constitutional diseases, at the Fi'th Avenue Hotel buildings, corner of 
24th street (basement), under Caswell, Mack & Co., family chemists. 

‘These baths are on the plan of Dr. Langston Parker, and 
relied on. 

Refers to Drs. W. H. Van Buren, J. J. Crane, C. R. Agnew and others. 

Cupping, Bleeding and Leeching promptly attended to; any amount of 
blood can be taken by the means of Cups, without the possibility of a fail- 
ure; they can also be applied to the throat with the greatest facility. 
After 8 o'clock, P. M., daily, orders can be sent to his domicile, No. 444 
Fourth Avenue, between 31st and 32d streets. 

Refers to Drs, J. W. Francis, Griscom, Agnew, Barker, and others. 


: , . , . 
| r. Woodward’s Student's Micro- 
SCOPE, This microscope is recommended by the medical faculties 
of the different colleges of medicine in Philadelphia, as being the most satis- 
factory Instrument ever offered to the Student or Practising Physician for 
practical investigations at so low a figure, 

The body is made of brass, mounted on an iron stand, with joints to 
incline it to any angle, has Micrometer Adjustment for Focussing, one Ey 
Piece, two Sets of Achromatic Object Glasses, giving powers of 50, 150, 200, 
400, and 600 diameters, Condensing Lens on separate stand ; the whole 
packed in a highly finished Mahogany Box, Price $3). 

Made and for sale by 


JAMES W. QUEEN & CO., 
924 CHESTNUT STREET, 


PHILADELPHIA, 


can be 


P.S.—A great varir ty of other Microseom s const intly on hand, vary ing in 
prices from $1 to #300, of Natchet’s, Oberhauser’s, Smi Beck & Beck's, 
and other celebrated makers, A full-priced and illustrated catalogue 


free on application. 

° = m , . ‘ 
\[icroscopes for Medical Students. 
4 The undersigned offer for sale, of their own manufacture, ACH RO- 
MATIC MICKOSCOPES of various kinds, from $20 upwards. 

An ACHROMATIC MICROSCOPE, Trunnion form, Rack and Slow 
Motions, Lever Stage, ‘Three Eye Pieces, Object Glasses 13g inch, 3¢ inch, 
3g inch, Stand Condenser, Animaicule Cage, Stage Forceps, one doz, Objects, 
ete., ete., complete in a Mahogany Case with Three Drawers, Price $85 

Ditto, ditto, with Polariscope and Side Reflector, $100, 


BENJAMIN PIKE & SONS, 
518 BROADWAY, N. Y., 


Opposite St. Nicholas Hotel. 


sent 


Physicians should use the American 

SOLIDIFIED MILK, PREPARED NEAR AMENIA, IN 
DUTCHESS COUNTY, NEW YORK. 

It is simply the richest milk EVAPORATED at a low temperature, and 
erystallized upon refined white sugar. The Reports of Special Committees 
from the N. Y. ACADEMY OF MEDICINE, and the AMERICAN 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION recommend it as invaluable in PUTHISIS, 
DIARRHC@A AND DYSENTERY, PERSISTENT VOMITING, AND 
IN THE DISEASES AND WEANING OF CHILDREN, It is the 
most NUTRITIOUS DLET known, and in consequence especially reeom- 
mends itself in the sick room. It is WARRANTED TO KEEP FOR 
YEARS IN ANY CLIMATE, and is therefore indispensable for families 
travelling with children, officers of the army and navy, sea captains, and 
those living in hot climates. 


For sale everywhere, For pamphlet and price list address 
AGENCY AMERICAN SOLIDIFIED MILK CoO., 


73 Linerty Steerer, New Yorx. 
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AMERICAN MEDICAL 


‘ ‘ > 
Long Island Callege Hospital, 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
The Course preliminary to the Session of 1861 will begin on the 18th of 
February, and the Regular Lectures on the 18th of March, to continue 
1 the middle of July. 
REGENTS. 
Ilon. Samvet SLoan, Pres. | T. H. Ropsay, Esq., Sec. 
COUNCIL. 
T. L. Mason, M.D | ©. L. Mrreurii, M.D. 
W. HL. Duprey, M.D. J. UH. Hexny, M.D, 
PROFESSORS, 
Austin Furst, M_D., Practical Medicine and Pathology. 
vk H. Hawiires, M.D, Principles and Practice of Surgery 
1 ns BD Teask, M.D)., 
2. Ogoun lroremus, M.D, Chemistry and Toxicology. 
sera C. Heremson, M.D., Operative Surgery and Surgical Anatomy. 
Darton, M.D, Physiology and Microscopic Anatomy. 
virr ©. Exos, M.D, General and Deseriptive Anatomy. 
pwin N, CuarMan, M.D., Therapeutics and Materia Medica, 
jeorae K, Surrn, M.D,, Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

Every facility afforded for Dissection throug heut the year, 
Clinteal except Sunday, on Medicine 
Ob + mantel 

anid t r the same roof 
As f. Instruction in every department will be by Demon- 


oun ©, 


Surgery, and 


furea daily, 


tetr 


ie Course, $100 00; Matriculation, $5 00; Demonstrator's, 
$5 00; Graduation, 25 00, 
PRELIMINARY COURSE. 

This Course will commence on the 18th of Febguary, at 11 o'clock, a.m. 
Two lectures will be given daily, except Saturdays and Sundays, until the 
ement of the Regular term, as follows: 

f Ilamitron, on Military Surgery. 


Dorenues, on Light 


comine net 
Pre 
*roft 
rative Surgery of the Eye. 
e Unity of Type in the Vertebrate Animals, 
Physiology of Plants, and Pharmacy, 
nd Materia Medica. 
urs Militury Surgery will consist of twenty lectures, and 
the Examination of Keeruits; Hygiene of Troops; Life in Tents, 
acks, and Hospitals; with the proper mode of construction and 
of each; Field-service, transportation of the wounded on litters, 
&e: Gun-shot wounds, amputations, tetanus, gangrene, 
pst-bite, and feigned diseases. ‘Lhe lectures will be illustrated, 
icable. by models, drawings, and apparatus, 
1¢ Preliminary Course, $10 00 
, 1ANS and Scrueons taking this ticket will be admitted to all the 
lectures of the Regular term. 
MATRICULATED STUDENTS will be entitled to a free ticket. 


(\: astleton Medical C ollege, Castleton, 


VERMONT. Sixtieth Session, 1861, 

CORYDON L. FORD, M.D, Profe 
ADRIAN T. WOODWARD, M.D., 
of Women and Children, 
GEORGE HADLEY, MD. 
WILLIAM P. SEYMOUR, 
peuties 

FE. K. SANBORN, M.D., 
P. Dp. BRADFORD, 
CHARLES L. 
P. PINEO, 
The annus! 
February, 


i 
Ir f Hi 1isoN, on the Ope 
I 


‘. on the in relation 


embrace 
liuts, Barr 
loeati« n 


ssor of Anatomy. 
Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases 


Professor of Chemistry. 
M.D., Professor of Materia Medica and Thera- 


Professor of Surgery. 
M.1)., Professor of Physiology and Pathology. 
ALLEN, M.D., Professor of Theory and Practice of Medi- 
M.D., Professor of Medical Jurisprudence. 
course of Lectures will commence on the last Thursday of 
and continue four months. 

Fres,— Fora full course of Lectures $50. Matriculation ticket $5. Gra- 
duation fee $16. Anatomical Material supplied at a reasonable cost. 

Good board ean be obtained at from $2 50 to $3 00 per week, 
CHARLES L. ALLEN, Dean, 


ton, Vermont, Vor. 5, 1860. 


Casth 
~ tie ’ . : 
| )r. Shweig’s Sanitary Home (Maison 

* DE SANTE), 158 Second Avenue, New York. 

This Institution is designed upon the plan of the French Matsons pr 
Sante, for the accommodation of patients of both sexes, especially for 
strangers who wish to enjoy the comforts of a home, combined with careful 
medical attendance and nursing. 

It is situated in one of the finest and healthiest parts of the city ; 
commodious; rooms large and well ventilated; 
from any quarter of the city. 

Patients can be treated by their own physician if they desire. 

Contagious diseases not admitted. 

The dict will be strictly regulated according to the condition of the patient. 

An elegant drawing room, with a first-class piano, a library, &., & 
are open to the patients. 

Alf medicines are carefully prepared at the institution by a thoroughly 
educated chemist 

The weekly terms are as follows, and invariably in advance: 

Private Rooms, ac cording to loc ation $15, 25, 35, 
One bed, in double room, 10, 15, 20, 
which includes medical attendance, medicine, board, &e. 
The fees of the patient's own physician are not included, 
All communications should be addressed to HENRY SHWEIG, M.D. 


is very 
and is easily “accessible 


! 
Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children 


ial is furnished in the Lying- In Wards | 


TIMES ADVERTISER. 


The Wood Prizes Ll Bdlloves Hospital. 


The Prizes offered by Dr. JAMES R. WOOD to the Matriculated 
Students for the Terms 1859-60, and 1860-61, in the College of I hysicians 
and Surgeons, Twenty-third Street; University College, Fourteenth Street ; 
New York Medical College, Thirteenth Street, and the Long Island College 
Hospital, Brooklyn, N. Y., for the best Anatomical or Surgical Preparation, 
to be placed in the Museum of Bellevue Hospital, will be awarde j by the 
Professors of Surgery, “ied and Physiology, in the above Colleges, on 
MONDAY, March 4th, 1561. 

JOHN E. WHITE, Warden of Bellevue Hospital. 
New York, March, 5, 1860, 


‘N 4 ‘ 
W ade & Ford, Surgical Instrument 
Makers, 85 Fulton Street, New York, have now ready Dr James 
. Wood's General Operating Case, It contains a full set of tine Amputat- 
ing, Trepanning, Minor Operating, and Eye Instroments, Sounds, Catheters, 
Elastic B “s, Needles, Silk and Silver Wire Ligatures, &e. These in- 
struments have been carefully manufactured and arranged under the super 
vision of Dr, James R, Wood, into a compact Rosewood Brass-Bound Case, 
about the size of the ordinary Amputating. It has met with general ap: 
proval, and the f- lowing gentlemen endorse We quality of its contents: 
JAMES RL. WOOD, M.D., 
LEWIS A, SAYRE, M.D, 
STEPHEN SMITH, M.D. 

Wade & Ford beg leave to call the attention of the faculty to the following 
notice of this Case of Instruments in the May number of the New York 
Journal of Medicine, page 427: 

“A New anp Compiete Case or Suraicat IxstrumMeNnts.—The practi- 
tioner of surgery not unfrequently has need of an operating case which, in 
a compact form, embraces the instruments necessary for any and all opera- 
tions, To the country practitioner especially would a case of instruments 
thus selected be a valuable acquisivion. Such an operating case has recently 
been prepared by Messrs. Wade & Ford, 85 Fulton street, New York, under 
the direction of Dr. James R, Wood, combining in a single case of moderate 
dimensions, instruments and apparatus adapted to every emergency in 
which a surgeon can be placed.” 

We have recently perfected Dr. Lewis A, Sayre’s improved instrnment 
for Morbus Coxarius, under his directions, and will, if requested, forward 
directions for measurements necessary for a perfect fit. 


A) edical Department of the Univer- 
SITY OF VERMONT.—Lectures commence on the last Thursday 
of February and continue sixteen weeks, at Burlington, Vermont. 
FACULTY. 
Rev. Carvin Prasr, D.D 
Samvet Wuire Toaver, Je. M.D, 
Professor of General and Special Anatomy. 
Water Carpenter, M.D., 
Professor of the-'Theery and Practice of Medicine and Materia Medica. 
Davin 8. Conant, M.D., 
Professor of the Principles and Practice of Surgery, 
Josern Perkins, M.D., 
Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children. 
Henry M. Seery, M.D., 


President. 


Professor of Chemistry and Toxicology. 
Hon. D. A. Smatuey, LL.D., 
Professor of Medical Jurisprudence, 





A Professor of Physiology and Pathology. 
FEES.—Matriculation, $3.00; Lecture Fees, $50.00; Graduating, $13.00; 
Third Course, $10 00. 
Good board can be obtained at $2.00 to $4.00 per week. 
Ss. W. THAYER, Je., Burlington, Dean. 





 aaieaiin of Surgical Instru- 
4 MENTS, &c. 
No. 63 CHATHAM STREET, NEW YORK, 


) Artificial Legs” 


Hands. Selpho’s Patent Flastic Leg and, 
Hand, 516 Broadway, New York. “e 


These unrivalled substitutes for lost limbs, 
which have stood the test of over 27 years’ 
expertence and have never been surpassed, ean be had only of 
Win. Selpho, Patentee, 516 Broadway. 
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City and Canadian Subse leads $38.50 per annum, payable in advance. 
Mail Subscribers, $3 per annum, payable in advance. 
*,* The publishers respectfully intimate, in order to save trouble, that & 
remittance must accompany an order for the Journal. 
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Space of 8 lines, - ; - . each insertion $1 00 
4 column, . s ° ° ° . 1 20 
- ‘ . J a 2 40 
. » 4 80 
9 60 


yy . . 
4 5 : ° ° ‘ 
1 29 ° . . ° ° . = 
Special contracts made for permanent advertisements. 
Communications should be addressed “ Office American Medical Times, 
440 Broadway, N. Y.” BAILLIERE BROTHERS, 


Publishers and Proprietors, 





